VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

April 1, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. 7:00 Public Hearing
1.) Petition of Daniel and Lori Munson seeking rezoning of property located at 122 Water Street from Residential R-1 to Commercial C-2 zoning and the granting of a Special Use as Lodging for the second floor of the premises.
V. 7:15 Public Hearing

1.) Petition of the Village Of North Utica seeking a variance under          

Chapter 16 of the Zoning Ordinance Code regarding signs for a sign to be located on the property known as 801 S. Clark St. 

1.) Allowance of the location of the sign to be no less than 0 feet from a public right of way. (sec. 16.10 B.2)

2.) Allowance of the changeable copy of the sign to be changed not more than 4 times during a 24-hour period. (sec 16.10 A.4)

3.) Any other variances necessary to allow construction and Operation of the intended sign.

VI. Approval of Minutes –March 4, 2010
VII. Review of a Vendor Permit Application for Grumpee’s Weenie Wagon requesting a Permit to conduct business/food sales from a Portable Stand from April through October 2010; Saturday’s and Sunday’s only on the corner of Rt. 6 and Rt. 178.
VIII. Old Business

IX. New Business

X. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment

 








Posted 03-26-10

VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

Meeting of the Planning Commission

801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL  61373

April 1, 2010 at 7:00 p.m

MINUTES

Call to Order: At 7:10 pm, the meeting of the Village of North Utica Planning Commission was called to order by Chairman Tom Guttilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present at the meeting were Chairman Guttilla, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Attorney Herb Klein, Zoning Enforcement Officer Tom Brown, and Members Shelba Bimm, Eugene Drzewiecki, and Warren Munson.  With 4 of 7 Members of the Planning Commission present, there was a quorum and the meeting continued. 

Public Hearing:  At 7:12 pm, the Public Hearing for the Petition of Daniel and Lori Munson seeking rezoning of property located at 122 Water Street from Residential R-1 to Commercial C-2 and the granting of a Special Use as Lodging for the second floor of the premises was called to order by Chairman Guttilla.  Attorney Klein read the published notice of petition and discussion followed. 
Mrs. Munson addressed the Members regarding the type of shop they were looking to open in the building.  It will be a Victorian style resale shop which would also sell some new items.  Fudge, candy and other unique items would be for sale in addition to the resale /consignment items.  They would also like to use the upstairs for lodging.  There are 2 large rooms upstairs currently, but they may have to add additional areas.  They would like it considered for a studio apartment if possible.  Attorney Klein stated that if the property is rezoned to commercial, someone can then live on the second floor.  Chairman Guttilla asked if the contents for sale would be kept inside the home and not out on the property grounds.  Mrs. Munson stated yes and the plans are to redecorate the outside with paint and flower gardens.  They would like it to look more like a dollhouse.  Member Bimm asked if the upstairs would have its’ own outside entrance.  Munson stated that they would be putting an outside entrance and also a deck on the front for use by the second floor.  Zoning Enforcement Officer stated that the neighbors are all aware and there seems to be no objection. Attorney Klein stated that when the Munson’s petitioned to rezoned the property, they were not yet the owners, however they have now assumed ownership of the property. Chairman Guttilla asked Attorney Klein if this would be part of the C2 district. Attorney Klein answered yes.  The Knights of Columbus building is currently grandfathered in; it is a Special Use in the R-1 District.  Chairman Guttilla stated that the lot size appears to be 78 x 88 ft.  Munson asked the Attorney what would happen if they decide to close the business and want to live there themselves?  Attorney Klein stated that the property would have to then be rezoned back to residential.  A petition would have to be filed to go through the process again.  

Member Bimm motioned, Member Munson seconded to close the Public Hearing at 7:29 pm.  


All in Favor


Motion Carried
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Additional discussion was held by the Members of the Planning Commission regarding handicapped accessible parking.  Munson stated that they can fit a few cars on the East side of the property and they will look at making one of them designated as handicapped accessible. Tom Brown stated that a new commercial business is required to pave the parking lot within 1 year from the date the business opened.  

It was motioned by Member Drzwiecki, seconded by Member Bimm to rezone the property located at 122 Water St. from R-1 to C-2 Commercial and also to provide up to 1 year from the day of opening to pave the parking area.


4 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Member Bimm, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to recommend to  grant a Special Use for the property located at 122 Water St. on the 2nd floor.


4 Yes


Motion Carried

Public Hearing: At 7:40 pm the Public Hearing was called to order for the petition of the 

Village of North Utica who is seeking a variance under Chapter 16 of the Zoning Ordinance Code for a sign that would be located at 801 S. Clark St.  Attorney Klein stated that this is for the new Village Hall / Police Department Sign. The petition is for the following:

1.) Allowance of the location of the sign to be no less than 0 feet from a public right of way. (sec. 16.10 B.2)

2.) Allowance of the changeable copy of the sign to be changed not more than 4 times during a 24-hour period. (sec 16.10 A.4)

3.) Any other variances necessary to allow construction and Operation of the intended sign.

After much discussion about the new Village Hall / Police Deparment sign, including placement, size and setbacks from the right of way, At 7:48 pm  it was motioned by Member Munson to close the Public Hearing and to recommend for approval of the variance.

4 Yes


Motion Carried
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Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Member Bimm, seconded by Member Drzwiecki to approve the minutes of the 3-4-10 meeting of the Planning Commission


All in Favor


Motion Carried  

Vendor Permit application for Grumpee’s Weenie Wagon:  It was motioned by Member Bimm, seconded by Member Munson to approve the withdrawal of the Vendor Permit application of Grumpee’s Weenie Wagon.  


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Old Business:  Attorney Klein stated that the Board is currently reviewing the past recommendations made by the Planning Commission. 
New Business: Tom Brown stated that there will be a new business in the former Bennett Garden Center. It could be a restaurant.

Public Comment:  NONE

Adjournment:  It was motioned by Member Munson, seconded by Member Bimm to adjourn the meeting of the Planning Commission at 7:55 pm.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully Submitted
Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

Village of North Utica

