VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

June 13, 2012 at 7:00 pm

www.utica-il.gov







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes- 5-09-12
V. Financial Statement

1.) May 2012 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) May 2012 Prepaids

2.) May 2012 A/P Bills
VII. Presentation of Annual Audit Fiscal yr. ending 3-31-12 – Hopkins & Associates

VIII. Finance Liaison   
1.) Consideration of Approval of 2012 Appropriations Ordinance
2.) Consideration of Approval of Utility account adjustments & Policies
IX. Donations & Advertising 
1.) Jimmy D Golf 
$25
2.) Reimbursement toward 2012 Mardi Gras and St. Pat’s Parades 
$500 each
3.) Heritage Corridor Advertising
X. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) Estimates re: expenses of Burgoo event including restrooms, etc.
XI. Clerk’s Report 
XII. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
1.) Consideration of new estimate on approved Way Finding Signs
XIII. Police Department Liaison
XIV. Water & Sewer Liaison
XV. Park & Recreation Liaison
XVI. Building / Zoning Officer 
XVII. Maintenance Department
1.) Assessment and Update
2.) Repairs to John Deere Mower
XVIII. Engineer’s Report
1.) IDOT/Village Agreement re: Streetscape Project

a) Consideration of approval of Landscape Project Maintenance Agreement
b) Consideration of approval of engineering services to oversee streetscape
          4.)  Update -Neighbor’s Park


              a.)  Estimates on concrete pads
          5.)  Update- Donaldson St. Drainage issue/ Rescue Direct property


 a.) Estimates for cost of project

XIX. President’s Report
XX.       Attorney’s Report
1.) Summary of 6-7-12 Planning Commission Meeting

2.) Consideration of an Ordinance approving an Extension to the Garbage/Recycling Contract 
3.) Consideration of Prevailing Wage Ordinance

XXI.       Public Comment

XXII.      Old Business/New Business
XXIII. Committee / Trustee Reports

  

Trustee Jereb -  1.)  Entrance Sign @ US 6 & Richard Hallett Road Landscaping




   2.)   IL 178 Corridor Improvement Continuity




   3.)   Speed bump installation on Village Streets
XXIV. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purpose of sale or purchase of Real Estate

4.) Review of Closed Session Minutes

XXV. Reconvene / Possible Action -Executive Session
a. re: Employees, Officers, Agreements, Policies & Purchases                                                                            
b. Possible release of Closed Session Minutes
XXVI. Adjournment






Revised 06-07-12
MINUTES

At 7:02 pm the Meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  Also present at the meeting were Village Attorney Herb Klein and Village Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the Minutes of the 5-9-12 Meeting.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then determined that the vote for Approval of hiring Attorney Ron Cope was in error.  The Clerk agreed and will make the change to reflect the correct roll call vote which was 4 yes, 2 No.   It was then motioned to approve the Minutes subject to this change, by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog.  The Minutes were corrected and as such become the approved document reflecting the 5-9-12 meeting. 

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the May 2012 Financial Statement. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of Bills: It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the May 2012 Prepaids.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the May 2012 A/P Bills excluding the payment to R & R Landscaping in the amount of $1,025.  Trustee Skoog would like to review the cost of this invoice.


6 Yes


Motion Carried
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Appearance:  Ms. Kim Baum, Hopkins & Association, presented the Annual Audit for Fiscal year ending 3-31-12.  She spoke to the Board about increases in revenue and expenditures in capital outlay.  There were no significant Findings in the Audit and the opinion of Hopkins & Associates is that there are sufficient controls in place within the Village Office and departments.

This was the first year that Hopkins and Associates performed an audit for the Village.  The Board had no additional questions for Ms. Baum.  After taking the time to review, the Board will consider acceptance of the Audit at the July Board Meeting.  

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb presented the Final draft of the 2012 Appropriations.  President Esmond asked that the Street Repairs and Maintenance category be increased to $50,000 to allow for additional repairs to Village streets if needed.  The Board agreed and it was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the 2012 Appropriations Ordinance.  2012-18


6 Yes


Motion Carried

The Inactive Utility accounts and proposed adjustments were then discussed.   

It was then motioned by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the following:  

The Village Administrative Office shall be given the authority to manually adjust all inactive Utility Accounts with a balance prior to January1, 2010 due to the age of the accounts in addition to not being able to verify if the amounts are actually owed to the Village or if the amounts are billing errors, for example issuing a bill after a resident has moved, due to system limitations.

6 yes

Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the following:
The Village Administrative Office shall be given the authority to manually adjust all inactive Utility Accounts with a balance from January 1, 2010 through May 22, 2012 with a balance less than $200.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried
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It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the following: 
The Village Administrative Office shall be given the authority to review all inactive Utility Account balances and make necessary adjustments including refunds, credits and billing errors throughout the Fiscal year.  A list of remaining Utility Accounts requiring Board Review will be provided to the Village Board within 60 days prior to the end of the Fiscal year.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Donations: 

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve a donation to the Jimmy D Golf Outing in the amount of $25.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Advertising for the Heritage Corridor was discussed.  It was decided that the Village will not participate in additional advertising at this time.

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve reimbursement toward expenses for each of the 2012 Parades; Mardi Gras and St. Pat’s Parades.  The amount will be $500 toward each parade.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  The Village has not received estimates from the LaSalle County Historical Society for their requested donation toward expenses of restrooms and wash stations.  
Trustee Alvarado then stated that the Garden Club had a successful and well attended Garden Faire event.   

Streets, Lights and Alleys Liaison:   The Clerk stated that the Village has received approval of the proposed Way Finding Signs.  The new cost based on the signage that was approved is $11,369.  It will take approx. 6 weeks for the order to come in once it is placed.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the purchase of the Way Finding Signs in the amount of $11,369.


6 Yes


Motion Carried
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Police Department Liaison:  NONE

Water/Sewer Liaison:  NONE

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog stated that the Little League Tournament will take place at Carey Memorial Park from June 30 – July 8th; except on Sunday July 1st which is the date of the annual Fireworks display.  He asked that the following items be taken care of prior to the tournament:

Repair and maintain restrooms

Water the field

Re-order the missing batting racks/helmet stands.


It was noted that these items were not accounted for when they were received at the Village office in November 2011.  They were signed for but have not been found at the Maintenance shop where the other items have been stored.  The Office will research further and reorder the items. 
Maintenance Department:

Estimates for the purchase of a new mower were presented by Public Works Director Spayer. 

He began by stating that a new deck was needed for repairs to the John Deere mower in the amount of $3,320. It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the replacement deck in the amount of $3,320.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Estimates on a new mower were then discussed:

A new mower will cost from approx. $9,900 - $12,000.  Spayer prefers the purchase of an EX-Mark mower in the amount of $10,800.  Trustee Jereb asked if the Village needs a new mower right now and how many mowers are required?  President Esmond stated that different equipment is needed to mow flat areas, ditches and along roads.  Spayer stated that the Bad 






MINUTES

boy mower is the equipment used to mow flat areas.  This is the mower that is in pretty bad shape and can’t be repaired adequately anymore.  President Esmond stated that the equipment needs to be upgraded; some of it is from 2001 or older.   

It was then motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the purchase of an Ex-Mark mower in the amount of $10,800. 


4 Yes (Bimm, Schrader, Alvarado, Pawlak)


2 No  (Skoog, Jereb)


Motion Carried

Spayer then spoke to the Board about the purchase of G.P.S. software to help with locating water mains, lines and shut offs.  This would help the Maintenance with mapping for future locates as well, and provide better accuracy during water main breaks.  After some discussion, the Board decided to hold off on this for a little while.

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz provided an update regarding ongoing projects in the Village.

He presented a Landscape Maintenance Agreement for consideration.  This agreement is regarding the streetscape and would between IDOT and the Village of North Utica.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the agreement; subject to clarification by Attorney Klein. Ord 2012-19

6 Yes


Motion Carried

The ITEP funds remaining for the streetscape project and the proposed cost were then discussed.  The project cost will be approx. $550,000 as follows:  IDOT / 440,000 and the Village of North Utica / $110,000.  
It was stated that the Village would control the approval of the Bid for the project.  The project eligible ITEP funds may not include park benches or trash receptacles.  They are discussing that now.  The agreement was motioned for approval by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Further discussion regarding Engineering Services to oversee the streetscape project will take place at a future meeting before final approval of such.  

Concrete Pads for Neighbor’s Park – After some discussion, it was determined that the Village Maintenance Department will pour the concrete pads for the park.

Donaldson St. Project – 75% complete as of this date.
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President’s Report:  President Esmond discussed the advertising for the LaSalle County School Directory.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the ad in the directory in the amount of $80.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

President Esmond spoke about the upcoming Fireworks display in the Village of North Utica being held on 7-1-12 at Carey Memorial Park.

He then spoke about the status of the Rt. 178 Realignment Project.  The contractor has done a great job and the project is nearing completion, weather permitting.  The Village is starting to see an increase in new business now as well.
President Esmond also spoke about a property along Rt. 178 which is scheduled to be torn down.  The new property owner will landscape to improve the lot and the view coming into the downtown.  They are willing to work with the Village about the plan for the property.

Trustee Bimm asked about the property at 118 E. Church St.  President Esmond confirmed that the Village is still awaiting the asbestos check which should happen very soon.  After that the building(s) can be torn down.  

Attorney’s Report:

Attorney Klein provided a summary of the 6-7-12 Planning Commission Meeting.  The Planning Commission approved various sets of Minutes from previous meetings.  They held some discussion about the Way Finding Signs and would also like the Village Board to consider having discussions with IDOT requesting a stop sign along Rt. 178 to slow the traffic down.  Trustee Alvarado stated that when you are traveling west on Canal St. you can’t see oncoming traffic coming from the south.  The bridge makes it hard to enter into traffic.  Trustees Jereb and Skoog concurred that everyone needs to get used to the road and wait for the entire project to be completed.  

Discussion regarding the extension of waste removal services with Illinois Valley Waste Services.  The current contract ends on 12-31-12.  The extension would be for 5 years and contain the same terms as the previous contract.  They will hold the current rate for the first year (2013).  Trustee Alvarado stated that they do a very good job and the Village has been very satisfied with them.  It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the contract extension.  Ord. 2012-20

6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the Prevailing Wage Ordinance for 2012.  Ord. 2012-21

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Public Comment: NONE

Trustee Reports:  

Trustee Bimm stated that she has been receiving requests for additional speed bumps in Senica Manor.  Trustee Jereb stated that the health and safety of the Village residents is priority #1 however, he would have like to have had the opportunity for the Board to discuss other options.  He does not feel that the options were discussed.  He asked Chief Wren how many complaints he had received and how many tickets for speeding were written before placing the speed bumps in Ridge View Estates.  Chief Wren stated that he has had several complaints but has not issued any tickets.  Trustee Schrader stated that the road(s) that the speed bumps were placed on are the longest roads in the community and contain the most children.  There is a lot of traffic in those areas.  Trustee Jereb stated that this should be an enforcement issue regarding the speed people are driving.  President Esmond stated that while the Police Department can’t always be there when someone is speeding in order to stop them and write a ticket, we want the safety of the kids to come first.  Speed bumps are a deterrent.  
The speed bumps are not permanent; they are portable so they can be moved whenever necessary.  Trustee Bimm asked about the cost for the speed bumps.  Spayer stated that they are approx. $450.  Trustee Jereb stated that he is concerned that the decision was made and they were implemented without Board discussion.  

Then discussion about the entry sign near Hallett Rd. took place.  Trustee Alvarado agreed that this needs attention and stated that a member of the Garden Club said that moving the plants from the gazebo to the entry sign would work.  Further discussion will take place at the committee meeting.
Conformity along Rt. 178 was discussed and it was decided that this would also be something to involve the Planning Commission in as well.  Attorney Klein will look at the Downtown Design Standards Ordinance and the Village can build on the plan from there.
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Executive Session:

It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to enter into Executive Session at 9:00 pm for the purpose of:

1. The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2. Pending/Imminent Litigation

3. Purpose of sale or purchase of Real Estate

All in favor
Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Jereb to reconvene the meeting at 9:35 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve a settlement # 2011-CV04244  Ordinance 2012-22


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Adjournment: It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Schrader to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

