VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA
801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373

Meeting of the Planning Commission 
October 16 at 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA 

I.      Call to Order

II.      Pledge of Allegiance

III.      Roll Call

IV. Consideration of Approval of Minutes from 9-3-14
V.      Appearance:    Mr. Nathan Jungers, Unimin Corporation re: Update on status of ongoing projects 
VI. Appearance: NCICG re: Economic Development Strategy and   Comprehensive Plan for the Village
VII. Discussion of Village of North Utica:

1. Comprehensive Plan / Economic Development Strategy
2. Subdivision Regulations

3. Zoning Ordinance and Regulations

VIII. Possible Recommendations regarding Village of North Utica:

1. Comprehensive Plan

2. Subdivision Regulations
3. Zoning Ordinance and Regulations
IX. Public Comment

X.      Old / New Business

XI.  Adjournment 

Posted 10-14-14





MINUTES

At 7:04 pm the meeting of the Planning Commission was called to Order by Chairman Tom Guttilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.   Also present at the meeting were Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Members Doug Gift, Dennis Hamilton, Bill Fry and Roy Chapman.  Absent from the meeting were Members Warren Munson and Andy Skoog.  Village Engineer Kevin Heitz also attended.  
It was motioned by Member Gift, seconded by Member Chapman to approve the Minutes of the 9-3-14 Planning Commission meeting.  

All in favor

Motion Carried
Mr. Nathan Jungers, Unimin Corporation, presented an update of ongoing projects.  He provided a power point presentation regarding data on air monitoring that had been collected.   The air monitors were implemented in 2013 in three locations; a reclaimed section of property, a well site and on N. 2803rd road.  The data was comprised of approx. 91 samples / 2000 hours measuring PM4 crystalline silica.  

Member Fry asked where the data had been sent for analysis.  

Mr. Jungers stated that the data had been sent to a third party lab.  

Member Fry then asked if Unimin had a contract with the lab.

Mr. Jungers answered ‘yes’. 

Member Gift then asked if ‘chronic’ exposure to crystalline silica is defined as employees who regularly work near it or if it is someone who drives by.  
Mr. Jungers stated that chronic would be considered as someone who is exposed to the levels for 30 – 40 years.  

Member Gift then asked if the air monitors collect particles from the other surrounding plants.  

Mr. Jungers stated that the air monitors collect whatever dust is in the area.  Because the findings in the data were so low, they did not look at variables such as wind speed and other surrounding plants to determine anything further.

Member Fry asked if it was possible to receive a copy of the power point presentation.  

Mr. Jungers stated that he would seek permission and let the Village know.

Mr. Jungers then shared plans for placing trees along E. Lincoln St. to aid in minimizing noise and to provide a visual barrier of the truck traffic.  Approx. 30 evergreen trees will be planted.   There are also immediate plans to replace some of the pavement at the intersection of E. Lincoln St. and Mill St. near the entrance to Unimin.   Lastly, he stated that the CSX railroad crossing project is underway and they hope to have it completed this year.  CSX had some delays in getting the wetlands permits; however, they are working on it again.  
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Chairman Guttilla asked if the CSX railroad project would result in fewer trucks.

Mr. Jungers stated that the intent of the project was to clear the Rt. 178 crossing and keep traffic flowing.  

Member Fry then stated that the Unimin presentation was interesting.  He feels that Aramoni should also consider air monitoring near Waltham School.  Companies need to operate in a similar manner.  Member Gift agreed and stated that beginning to monitor prior to starting their operation will create a baseline for data to be compared to.  Member Fry said that he agreed completely and he hopes it will be considered by Aramoni.

Next, Mr. Kevin Lindeman, NCICG, was introduced.  He spoke about the Village’s Comprehensive Plan which was completed in 2002 and the need to consider updating it.  There has been a lot of change in 12 years.  

Chairman Guttilla agreed and said that it is time to look at things and begin thinking ahead again.  The tornado resulted in a loss of an entire block of the business district, floods that have created setbacks with some of the local businesses, and annexations of property and development of mining growth that have been more recent.  

Mr. Lindeman recommended that the Village start with one area and begin looking at land use etc.  Then things like zoning and subdivision regulations come along a bit easier.  These go hand in hand with the Comprehensive Plan.  
Chairman Guttilla asked if there are any grants or incentives to help the Village go through the process.  Mr. Lindeman said there are some programs for grants but it depends on the area of focus.  There are DCEO, CDAP and DNR Grants and Funding generally, but a project needs to be chosen first to determine where it fits best.  Then the Village could begin the application process for funding of a project.

Member Gift asked if there are any calculations used to determine park size(s) and quantity needed in a community.  Utica’s population has grown from under 1000 to over 1300.  In Ridgeview Estates there are no sidewalks and no parks so children are playing in the streets.  A park needs to be considered in that neighborhood.

Mr. Lindeman stated that there are standards regarding acres per 1000 people.  There are also differences in parks that are considered neighborhood parks, community parks with ball fields, or State parks with hiking trails.  Lindeman will get this information to the Village.  

Chairman Guttilla then asked about the Economic Development Plans in other communities.  Did NCICG work with the other communities and help them become more aggressive with their future development? 

Mr. Lindeman stated that it depends on the community.  Volunteers, committees and paid staff have all been used in the past.  It is a time consuming process.  
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Chairman Guttilla then asked about interchange improvements and transportation.

Mr. Lindeman stated that growth is a bit slow right now.  There are companies still building warehouses but they are much smaller.  Many of the previously built warehousing is still empty.  

Engineer Heitz then stated that the existing Comprehensive Plan is still good however the Village needs to look at some of the areas that developed a little differently.  Lindeman agreed.

Chairman Guttilla asked about the cost to re-do the Comprehensive Plan.  

Lindeman stated that it would take approx. 9 – 12 months, a series of meetings and Public Hearings, community surveys and looking at everything in steps with an entirely updated plan as the end result.  This is a large process and the cost would be $35,000 - $40,000.  

Member Gift then asked about the process.

Mr. Lindeman stated that the Village would start with a kick-off meeting with the Public.  There would be several opportunities for the Public to provide input and feedback.  Then final meeting is a Public Hearing, a recommendation from the Planning Commission and approval of the Village Board.  It could very well take a year to complete.  

Member Gift asked if updating the Village Comprehensive Plan is the recommendation of NCICG.  

Mr. Lindeman stated that a general update is usually done every 5 – 10 years so it is probably time for the Village to consider. 

Engineer Heitz stated that several things have been accomplished.  Moving truck traffic from Mill St. and implementing a new Rt. 178 was a big undertaking and turned out very well.  

Mr. Lindeman stated that Grants could be considered but many times they are also dependent on timelines and / or goals.  Updating the Comprehensive Plan is the first step.  While going through it, usually zoning questions come up and are answered at the same time.  It moves things along a bit quicker. 

Everyone agreed that Zoning needs to be looked at, but the Subdivision Regulations seem solid. 

A brief discussion was then held about Clark Falls, a property currently owned by Unimin that could potentially become property that the Village could include again in the updated Comprehensive Plan.  The property is beautiful and would provide a nice nature walk area.  

Mr. Lindeman then suggested that everyone look at the 2002 Comprehensive Plan first.  

Chairman Guttilla agreed stating that tourism, commerce – along with industry- could coincide together in the Comprehensive Plan.  It is time to do an update based on the current land use and development.  
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It was then motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Gift to recommend to the Village Board that they contract with NCICG to begin reviewing and updating the Village’s Comprehensive Plan.  

4 Yes (Gift, Hamilton, Fry, Chapman)

Motion Carried

Public Comment:

Joe Plankenhorn, Utica:  Mr. Plankenhorn addressed the need for a sidewalk on the west side of Rt. 178.  He feels it is a safety issue for children trying to cross to the Ice cream shop and for residents and tourists walking or biking.  The traffic is heavy on Rt. 178.  Engineer Heitz stated that there is a sewer line under the ground there so it would have to be replaced before a sidewalk could be put in.  Crosswalks could be considered from Johnson St. and / or Washington St.   Typically this type of issue needs to be brought directly to IDOT because it is in their right of way.  
Norb Dudek, Utica:  Mr. Dudek stated that he would consider donating a portion of his property if Unimin would consider donating the Clark Falls property to the Village.  It is a beautiful area and would be wonderful if left as a nature area.  In 2012 a meeting was held with Dudek, former Mayor Esmond, Mayor Alvarado (then a Village Board Trustee), Planning Commission Member Doug Gift, Mark Schaeffer, Mary Small and Planning Commission Member Bill Fry.  At that time, discussion was held about the Clark Falls Property.  An artist was willing to create a carving in the sandstone rock of three Indian chiefs. This would be a great tourist and local resident destination.
Monty Whipple, Utica:  Mr. Whipple spoke about the residents of Waltham Twp. and how they would like to see Utica and Waltham work together in the future.  They are 95% opposed - per the recent referendum question - to any additional sand mining but would consider a brewery, retail or light industrial use for the land.  He stated that Utica does an outstanding job with tourism.
Thomas Kelly Dempsey, Utica Twp.:  Mr. Dempsey spoke about another canyon near his property along 2803rd road.  There is a canyon called “Pigs Feet Canyon” with a 3 step falls and 100 ft. wide.  It then adjoins the I & M Canal.  This would also be an asset to Utica as a nature area.   He then handed a copy of a report from Boston Research to Member Fry who agreed to share it with the other Members if they would like to see it.   He also spoke about traffic on 2803rd road and indicated that this is a bus route with a turnaround nearby.  Traffic is moving too fast in the area.  It is a safety issue in his opinion.  
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Rick Coleman, Waltham Twp.:  Mr. Coleman asked if Unimin would consider putting air monitors near the Waltham South Campus.  He saw dust from the street sweeper along Lincoln St.  Then Mrs. Elaine Bottomley stated that the dust is made from limestone, agriculture and traffic.  Mr. Coleman stated that the Village should monitor the air near the school.

Norb Dudek, Utica: Mr. Dudek asked Mr. Jungers about the cumulative effects of the crystalline silica in the date that was collected.  Unimin responded that the data was collected under an EPA protocol and schedule.
Mary Whipple, Utica:  Mrs. Whipple is a member of  C.O.R.E.   She has deep concerns of the mining vs. the water in the area.  She asked that the Village halt the addition of any future mining and place a moratorium on all future mining development.  She stated that the annexation of mining development has only benefited Utica and not the surrounding communities.  She asked that the Village consider providing funds to do a water study in the area.  
Ashley Williams, Ottawa:  Ms. Williams spoke about the cumulative impact of crystalline silica and read a letter with excerpts from research done by Dr. Crispin Pierce.  

Chairman Guttilla then asked about dates for the next meeting.  The Clerk confirmed a Nov. 6, 2014 scheduled meeting however the Members need time to review their Comprehensive Plan materials.  It was decided that the November meeting would be cancelled and the Planning Commission will meet on December 4, 2014 at 7 pm.  

It was then motioned by Member Fry, seconded by Member Hamilton to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting at 8:43 pm. 

All in favor

Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

