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Village of North Utica

March 4, 2010
Planning Commission Meeting


I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. 7:00 Public Hearing (continued):

1.) Consideration of amending of the Home Occupation permit process and related signage.

2.) Consideration of amending the Flood Hazard Area Use Regulations regarding repair inspections after flood events.

3.) Consideration of requiring Building permits for swimming pools.

4.) Consideration of the requirement of Demolition permits

5.) Consideration of amending the sign ordinance; regarding Auction signs, Vendor signs, and the process of disposal of signs in violation of the ordinance

6.) Consideration of Fencing requirements as to swimming pools.

V. Approval of Minutes –February 4, 2010

VI. Old Business

VII. New Business

VIII. Public Comment

VII.
Adjournment

POSTED 02-26-2010

Call to Order:  At 7:10 pm, the meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Chairman Tom Guttilla who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were Chairman Guttilla, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Attorney Herb Klein, Engineer Kevin Heitz and Zoning Enforcement Officer Tom Brown.  Also present were Planning Commission Members Doug Gift, Shelba Bimm, 

Eugene Drzewiecki, Warren Munson and Geraldine Skoog.  Absent/excused from the meeting was Member Bill Fry.
Public Hearing:  The Public Hearing was continued from the February 4, 2010 meeting.  Attorney Klein summarized the previous Public Hearing and presented possible amendments to the Zoning Ordinance based on the previous discussion. 

Regarding amending the Home Occupation Permit process and related signage with consideration that the Permit be issued by the Zoning Enforcement Officer subject to conditions as follows:   The Home Occupation is secondary to the use of the dwelling, there will be no activity between the hours of 10:00 pm and 7:00 am, there shall be no more than two customers or clients on the premises at the same time with the exception being day care homes, and no other person other than one additional member of the immediate family residing on the premises shall be employed at the dwelling.  The registration shall now take place annually. One sign shall be allowed with the following conditions:  It shall be non-illuminated, not exceeding 4 square feet in size and it shall be attached to the structure unless approved in another location by the Zoning Enforcement Officer.

In the matter of Flood Hazard Regulations:  Zoning Enforcement Officer Tom Brown stated that after a flood event, a permit is needed before repairs can begin and to comply with FEMA regulations and the reports that are to be completed.  Engineer Heitz stated that the new Flood Plain Elevations from FEMA will be in effect soon and the elevation will likely be at the level where the last flood event was.  Therefore, all property located in the new flood plain elevations will be required to purchase flood insurance.  There will also be maps indicating the new Flood Elevation and areas affected. 

Demolition Permits:  Zoning Enforcement Officer Brown stated that it is important to have a Demolition Permit in the Village so that we are aware of when something is being taken down.  Chairman Guttilla asked what size structure would require a Permit.   Member Gift then asked if there is no foundation, would a permit be needed.  150 sq. ft. (10 x 15) shed type structure and larger requires a building permit, therefore Brown suggested that anything over 150 sq. ft. and / or has utilities should require a demolition permit.  He also suggested a flat fee of $30 for the permit along with the applicant paying for the disconnection of Utilities.  This is important in cases of structures that may contain asbestos.  Heitz stated that the EPA has rules for the demolition of structures with asbestos.  This will also help the applicant by making them aware of the EPA’s concerns.
Regarding Auction signs, Vendor signs, and sign disposal:  Auctions shall be registered with the Village Clerk at least 7 days in advance of the sale.  Adequate parking must be available or arrangements must be made for traffic control, as approved by the Police Department.  Each Auction shall be allowed signage as set in 16.9D., Temporary Event Signs. 

Vendor signs shall be allowed for the duration of the Vendor / Peddler Permit, and those located on a lot shall be allowed one sign unless they are located on a corner lot, which then allows for the Vendor to have two signs.  The Zoning Enforcement Officer has the right to specify where the signs are placed, if necessary for Public Safety.   

Sign Disposal, after removal by the Village, the Owner shall be notified in writing by the Zoning Enforcement Officer, of their right to reclaim the sign.  The sign shall be returned upon payment of any fines/permit fees owed to the Village.  If the sign isn’t claimed within 30 days of the date of the notice, it will be considered abandoned and the Village can dispose of the sign in any manner deemed appropriate.  

Residential Occupancy Permits:  Engineer Heitz stated that some new construction homes need a Residential Occupancy Permit as required by the Lender, before the homeowner can occupy the premises.  Attorney Klein stated that sometimes the bank will not close on the property unless they have this Permit issued by the Village however, the Village does not want to sign off on the quality of the workmanship on the structure.  The Village doesn’t have the staff available to make frequent visits to the structure and judge the quality of the workmanship.   Right now, we are only able to look at the set back and size provisions only.  Member Gift asked if this would make the Village liable.  The Building Inspector can make sure it’s ready to move in, but not inspect.  Zoning Enforcement Officer Brown stated that the Village currently doesn’t have building codes.  Attorney Klein said that the Permit should contain language that the Village doesn’t warrant the workmanship of the structure.  Chairman Guttilla agreed that this language is critical
Swimming Pool Permits:  Attorney Klein stated that the Village currently requires that a swimming pool needs a fence; however there is no requirement yet for a pool permit.  Member Skoog asked if a new pool is put in, would they need a Permit.  Engineer Heitz said yes. The Permit would be for both above ground and in ground swimming pools.  Attorney Klein reminded the group that the Permit would be for permanent pools, not inflatable/temporary pools.  Member Bimm asked if the Permit would be required for only those who put up a pool in the future, or would it also be for those who already have a pool.  Attorney Klein stated that they won’t have to go back and get a Pool Permit, but they would be required to have a Fence.  Member Skoog asked what happens if a fence isn’t allowed and Chairman Guttilla stated that all places should allow fences.  Everyone agreed that a Pool Permit is needed in the Village.  Attorney Klein stated that the language shall read:  a Pool which is defined as a permanent pool with a minimum depth of at least 2 ft would require a permit.  This does not include inflatable and / or temporary pools.  The fee considered would be $30. 
At 8:30 it was motioned by Member Drzewiecki, seconded by Member Munson to close the Public Hearing.

      All in Favor

      Motion Carried

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Member Bimm, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to approve the minutes from the February 4, 2010 Planning Commission Meeting.

     All in Favor

     Motion Carried
Old Business:  Chairman Guttilla asked about the Streetscape Project and whether the Planning Commission will be involved in the process.  Engineer Heitz stated that the Village has an ITEP Grant and the new construction on Rt. 178 is set to be done in 2011/2012.  The Teng group is designing preliminary plans with ways to beautify the downtown area after construction of the new road.  There was one meeting on 2-17-10 and another is scheduled for 3-24-10 at the Village Hall.  Currently the Village is still deciding how to proceed.  Chairman Guttilla then asked about the possibility of an amphitheater, and Trustee Gloria Alvarado stated that where it would be located is not property that is currently owned by the Village.   A few Members stated that they would like to see the Planning Commission be involved and able to comment and discuss the streetscape project. 
Member Gift mentioned that the Utica Garden Club would be landscaping the Village Entry signs with low maintenance plants, etc.  They are in need of black dirt.  Engineer Heitz stated that the dirt is already purchased and the Village is just waiting on the weather to break for hauling the dirt.  

New Business:  None

Public Comment:   Further discussion was held regarding the Residential Occupancy Permit.  Zoning Enforcement Officer Brown stated that he will look at the property to make sure it is liveable.  Chairman Guttilla stated that the Village doesn’t currently have the resources to do frequent inspections.  Member Gift stated that this is not really a Zoning issue, but rather something for the Village Board to consider.  They can define the terms of the Residential Occupancy Permit.   Chairman Guttilla again stated that the additional language is critical, but the Village should consider so they can accommodate the citizens and help them comply and receive their tax credit.   
Member Gift stated that if the Village decides to have a Residential Occupancy Permit, the Planning Commission recommends having a disclaimer.  All agreed.

It was motioned by Member Bimm, seconded by Member Skoog to recommend to the Village Board to make the changes to the Zoning Ordinance to amend the Home Occupation Permit Process, add Swimming Pool Permits, Demolition Permits, Flood Regulation Permits, and make amendments to add Auction registration, Vendor permit changes and Sign disposal and to recommend that the Village consider a Residential Occupancy Permit with a disclaimer.
     5 Yes

     1 Absent (Fry)

     Motion Carried

It was motioned by Member Munson, seconded by Member Drzewiecki to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm.

     All in Favor

     Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

____________________

Laurie A. Gbur/Village Clerk

Village of North Utica
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