         VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

801 S. Clark St. 
North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

November 25, 2014







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:   10-28-14

V. Appearance Request:  Mr. Barry Russell, Utica Car Wash re: Billboard Sign 

VI. Clerk: 

1.) Discussion and Possible Recommendation re: Invoice Utica Township for Culvert Replacement 2803rd Rd.  (½ of Invoice Total = $1,013.35)
2.) Discussion and Possible Recommendation re: Request for Tag Day Fundraiser / LaSalle County Lightning Travel Baseball  3-21-15   8 am – 1 pm
VII. Finance Liaison:  Discussion and Possible Recommendation re: Tentative 2014 Tax Levy
VIII. Donation & Advertising Requests
IX. Governmental Affairs Liaison 


X. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XI. Park & Recreation Liaison

XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV. Building/Zoning Officer Report:  Discussion and Possible Recommendation re: Construction of approx. 2,000 sq. ft. building on property zoned C3 - Schwartz property located S. of Rt. 6 and E. of Hallet Rd. 
XV.    Maintenance Dept 
1.) Update – Ongoing projects in the Village

2.) Update - Well 1 Repairs
3.) Update – Consideration and Possible Recommendation  re: Purchase of an Asphalt Seam Sealer

4.) Update – Check Valve - Bray Property

5.) Update – Lincoln St. Drainage Project

XVI. Engineer’s Report
1.) Update -   Illinois River Bridge schedule / Village participation 
2.) Update -   Status Streetscape and Maintenance and completion of such

3.) Update -   Status of Property Flood Assessments; letters to property owners
4.) Update –  Status of Culvert / Tile Project 2803rd Road
XVII. President’s Report
XVIII. Public Comment

XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase / Sale of Real Estate

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session
XXII. Adjournment





        Posted 11-21-14              






MINUTES

The Committee of the Whole meeting was called to Order by Village President Alvarado who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting was Village Clerk Laurie Gbur  and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, John Schweickert, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.  Also present was Attorney Herb Klein and Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the Minutes of the 10-28-14 meeting. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request: Mr. Barry Russell, Utica Car Wash.    Mr. Russell did not attend the meeting.  The Board briefly discussed the sign that is out of compliance at the Car Wash.  The Clerk noted that Mr. Russell was sent a Certified Letter on November 17, 2014 notifying him of the issue.  He was given 10 days to remove the sign.  Should he decide to Petition for a Variance, the Board will consider referring the matter to the Planning Commission for review.

Clerk:  An Invoice was received from Mr. Jerry Carey, Utica Twp. Road Commissioner, regarding the replacement of a Culvert on 2803rd and 11th Road.  He is requesting ½ of the cost as reimbursement for the project since it is located on Village property.  The Board agreed to pay $1,013.35, however they would like a different procedure put in place going forward.  Trustee Jereb requested that Public Works Director Spayer and Mr. Carey share communication about a potential issue prior to the work being done so that it can be brought to the Board for discussion.  The Board agreed.   It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the reimbursement to Utica Township in the amount of $1,013.35.  

5 Yes


1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried      
Discussion was then held about the request for a tag day fundraiser by LaSalle County Lightning Travel Baseball.  It was noted that the Board had previously decided to allow only local or national charities to use the Rt. 6 and Rt. 178 intersection for fundraisers, in large part, due to the significant impact it has on traffic in that area.  Trustee Pawlak made a motion to approve the request however with no second, the Motion died.  The request of LaSalle County Lightning Travel Baseball was then denied.







MINUTES


Discussion was then held about the printer in the office.  This is the printer that is used for payables and payroll.  It has been having a lot of issues recently and due to its’ age, the Clerk stated that a new printer is needed.  The cost of a new printer is $699.  It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the purchase of a new printer in an amount not to exceed $700.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb spoke about the 2014 Tax Levy.  He suggested that the Village Board consider a Truth in Taxation Hearing in order to maintain the current tax rate (0.14682) and to take advantage of the increase in the EAV.   This would increase the Village’s Levy amount to $49,404.93 which is an increase from the 2013 Levy amount of $44,842.00.  

If a property owners’ tax bill should increase, it would be as a result of another taxing body raising their rate or the assessed valuation of their property.  The Board agreed that this is the right time to have a hearing, without actually raising tax rates in the Village.   A Public Notice will be published, not less than 7 days or more than 14 days prior to the December 17, 2014 Board Meeting.   It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to schedule a Public Hearing to discuss the 2014 Tax Levy at 6:30 pm on December 17, 2014.  

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Donation and Advertising Requests: NONE

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  NONE

Streets, Lights, and Alleys Liaison:  NONE

Park and Recreation Liaison:  NONE

Water / Sewer Liaison:  NONE

Police Department Liaison:  NONE

Building and Zoning Enforcement:  Spayer did not attend the meeting.  The Schwartz property was discussed regarding their application to construct another building of approx. 2,000 sq. ft. 

The Board stated that as long as this is allowed in the C3 district, they don’t need to come in for a variance.  Engineer Heitz stated that he would still like to see a site plan, setbacks and the general use of the building.  Clerk Gbur stated that she would pass on the request to Spayer.







MINUTES

Maintenance Dept.:  Public Works Director, Curt Spayer was absent so Engineer Heitz provided an update on Well 1.

Well 1 – The Village is currently waiting for the emergency permit to come in so that additional repairs to the casing can begin.  The Contract has been executed already.
Engineer’s Report: Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.

Illinois River Bridge- No Update at this time.  Heitz needs to forward some information to IDOT regarding the Village Sewer Discharge Pipe.

Streetscape – Heitz is still working with the Contractor to address items on the punch list.  Clerk Gbur asked about I Fiber and the outstanding issues.  Heitz stated that he has not heard anything, so the Clerk will contact Ben Wilson, NCICG again.  The Clerk noted that there is no electric in the pocket parks.  

Flood Assessments – Heitz provided a draft of a 2010 letter that was sent to property owners after the 2008 flood.  Some information would have to be changed of course, but the same concept remains.  The property owners will receive, via Certified Mail, a letter that details their flood inspection and the percentage of damage.  The damages to property will now become cumulative, up to 50% which is the number that outlines repairs or elevation or leaving the property.   Anything over 50% will be subject to demolish / property buy out, elevation of the structure etc. 
Culvert project on 2803rd Road – The culvert is not finished yet. Heitz will speak with Unimin again to try to obtain a timeline.  Mayor Alvarado asked if there is another contractor in the area that could be contacted.  Heitz stated that this is who Unimin chose to use.  They are well trained and Unimin has used them in the past.  

Marvin Applebee contacted Heitz to inquire about tapping in to the Village water line.  His property is located on the northeast corner of the Rt. 6 and Rt. 178 intersection.  Attorney Klein will review the documentation to see if he will have to pay a tap on fee to do such.  He will advise.

President Alvarado read excerpts from the Proclamation about Drunk Driving.  It was then declared by Village President Gloria Alvarado that the Village would proclaim  December 2014 Drunk Driving month December 2014.






MINUTES

Public Comment:  NONE

General Discussion of Village Affairs:  Trustee Pawlak asked about parking in the back Alley behind Skoog's, etc. It was noted that parallel parking signs should be installed.  Delivery traffic is pretty bad in that area. 
Spayer will order those signs in and get them up.

Cabinetry is in and looks wonderful.  The board agreed and final payments will be released. 

With no additional business the motion was made by Trustee Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

