         VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

801 S. Clark St. 
North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

May 20, 2014







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call
IV. Finance Liaison
1.) Discussion re:  2014 Appropriations

V. Donation & Advertising Requests
1.) Jimmy D Golf Day  7-13-14 

2.) News Tribune Community Review – 2015  $399 ¼ page (1/2 page space)

3.) Illinois Valley Crime Prevention Commission 2015 Contribution $230.00 

VI. Clerk’s Report

VII. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) LaSalle County Historical Society re :    Burgoo Event Closure of Village Roads 10-12-14 from 6 am – 6 pm

2.) LaSalle County Historical Society re:     Donation in the amount of $4,000 toward expenses for 45th Annual Burgoo
VIII. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
IX. Park & Recreation Liaison
1.) Consideration of placement of a Fence

2.) Consideration of a P.A. System

3.) Consideration of new bases 

X. Water & Sewer Liaison
XI.     Police Department Liaison 
XII. Building/Zoning Officer Report 
XIII.    Maintenance Dept 

XIV. Engineer’s Report
1.) Bray Property re: consideration of a sewer check valve

2.) Bennett Garden Center Property re: hook up to water / sewer

3.) Update -  Streetscape signage, planting, schedule 
XV. President’s Report
1.) Discussion and Possible Action re: LaSalle County Board AD-HOC Committee for Multi-Modal Freight Feasibility Study Grant and Village commitment of funds $6,500
XVI. Public Comment

XVII. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XVIII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase / Sale of Real Estate

XIX. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XX. Adjournment
Posted 05-16-14                            







MINUTES

At 7:28 pm the meeting was called to Order by Village President Gloria Alvarado who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting was Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, John Schweickert, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak and Jim Schrader.  Engineer Heitz also attended the meeting. 
Finance Liaison: A draft of the 2014 Appropriations was distributed to the Board.  A brief discussion took place and it was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to recommend approval of the 2014 Appropriations as distributed.  However, it was noted that any comments or changes would be provided to the Treasurer or the Clerk by June 1.  The Appropriations Ordinance will be considered for approval at the June 11, 2014 Board Meeting.

Donations / Advertising Requests:  

It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to recommend approval of a donation to Jimmy D Golf Outing in the amount of $100.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to recommend approval of an ad in the News Tribune Community Review Section for 2015 in an amount not to exceed $399. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to recommend approval of a donation to Illinois Valley Crime Prevention in the amount of $230 from the Police Drug Fund.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs:  Discussion was held regarding the possibility of closing Mill St. to allow outdoor dining on the weekends.  It was determined that this would be something that could be tried in conjunction with the first Sunday of the month when the LaSalle county Historical Society is having their Canal Market.  The Board will re-visit the discussion in June to determine whether outdoor dining will be permitted and how often.
It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to recommend approval of the road closures requested for the annual Burgoo being held on October 12, 2014. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to recommend approval of a donation in the amount of $4,000 to LaSalle County Historical Society toward expenses for the annual Burgoo being held on October 12, 2014.

5 Yes


1 No (Schrader)


Motion Carried

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison: NONE

Water & Sewer Liaison:  NONE

Police Department Liaison: NONE

Maintenance Department Liaison: NONE

Park & Recreation Liaison:

It was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to recommend approval of the purchase of bases at a cost of $350 for Neighbor’s Park.  


5 Yes


1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried

Trustee Stewart then asked about the purchase and installation of a fence near a private property (Joiner) which is adjacent to Neighbor’s Park.  Trustee Schweickert asked if it would set a precedent and Mayor Alvarado stated that we did install a fence near the Wawerski property next to the lot on Church St.  It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to recommend approval of a request for a property owner to purchase and install a fence near Neighbor’s Park in an amount not to exceed $2,000.   

5 Yes


1 No (Schrader)


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to recommend approval of Utica Little League for the purchase of a PA system at Neighbor’s Park.  Trustee Stewart stated that it is needed for emergency notification of bad weather.    Trustee Jereb asked who would tell the residents near the park that a PA system is being installed.  Trustee Stewart said that the Residents could come to the next meeting.  Further discussion took place and a roll call vote followed.  

4 Yes


2 No (Bernardoni, Jereb)


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Also discussed was the dedication of Neighbor’s Park.  It will take place on May 27, 2014 and Unimin, Utica Little League, Utica Fire Department and residents of the area will be invited to attend the celebration honoring all of the individuals who donated time, money and efforts to the Park. 

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village:

Hallet Road – Estimates of repairs to Hallet Rd. could be approx. $213,000 -$302,000.  LaSalle has not provided an official response as to whether they will participate in repairs to their portion of Hallet Rd. 

Streetscape – Plants and additional trees are being planted.  Signage is being re-installed and the contractor is working approx. 20 additional days to complete the project. 

Check Valve (Bray property) – When Clark Creek floods the sewer will back up into the basement.   The property owner is requesting a check valve be installed.  The Board discussed the issue and decided that a manual check valve would be installed by the maintenance department.  If the property owner wants something automatic, that unit and the labor will be their expense.  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend approval of a manual check valve.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

President’s Report:  The request regarding a Multi-Modal Feasibility Study for the area was further discussed by the Board.  Trustee Schrader stated that he does not see the benefit to the Village therefore he does not agree with participating at a cost of $6,500.  The Board agreed with this and decided that the Village would not participate in the study at this time.

Public Comment:

Linda Moyer Halm suggested that the Board consider allowing the Utica Little League to purchase a temporary portable microphone system first before they purchase and install a PA system.  

She then stated that she is working on a draft of an Ordinance to present to the Board regarding the information she has received while attending the meetings regarding flood mitigation. 






MINUTES

General Discussion: 

Trustee Stewart stated that Mr. Culjan (Cajun Bait and Tackle) has been getting flooded behind his property.  Eng. Heitz said that because it is a lot of clay, that area stays saturated.  He and Public Works Director Spayer will look into the issue.

Trustee Stewart stated that there is also an issue of this type on the Bray property near the PQ entrance.  Eng. Heitz said they will look into that as well.

Trustee Stewart then asked about a safety light at the concession stand at Carey Memorial Park and the weeds along the batting cages.  Spayer said he would install the light and take care of the maintenance needed near the batting cages. 
Also discussed was a sign or plaque honoring the residents who helped with the original establishing of Neighbor’s Park?  A Plaque set in stone was discussed.  

With no further discussion, it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 pm.  


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

