         VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

February 27, 2013







AGENDA

I. 6:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes: 1-29-13
V. Appearance Request:  EXP re:  Streetscape Project revisions & final plans

VI. Governmental Affairs Liaison
VII. Finance Liaison
VIII. Donation & Advertising Requests
1.) Special Olympics

2.) Illinois Valley YMCA Swim Team

IX. Clerk’s Report 
X. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
1.) Estimate for reimbursement of cost of Concrete for a Resident for Sidewalk Repairs
XI. Park & Recreation Liaison
1.) Information/discussion re: Building at Neighbor’s Park for Restrooms/Shelter/Concession 
2.) Estimates for care of fields at Neighbor’s / Carey Park

XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
XIV. Building/Zoning Officer Report    
XV.    Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update
XVI. Engineer’s Report

1.) Update - NCICG grant application

2.) Discussion re: local Businesses need for compliance with ADA

3.) 2013 MFT/ Street repair project 
4.) Update – Rescue Direct property water runoff issue

5.) Update –  Well 2
XVII. Attorney’s Report
XVIII. President’s Report
XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purchase / Sale of Real Estate

4.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of Closed Meetings

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XXII. Adjournment
Posted 02-22-13                         







MINUTES

At 6:13 pm the Committee of the Whole meeting was called to Order by Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, in President Esmonds’ absence.  The Pledge of Allegiance followed.  Also present at the meeting were Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado and Ron Pawlak.  Village Engineer Kevin Heitz also attended.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the 1-29-13 Minutes.


5 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request:  Mr. Bob Stern and Mr. Jake Bondus, EXP and Associates, attended the meeting to discuss modifications to the Streetscape project.  The January 18 letting resulted in 1 Bid which came in substantially higher at approximately $572,000 than the $440,000 estimate provided by EXP.   There were 4 contractors on the ‘for bid’ list and an additional 5 that took out plans and returned them.   Of the 4 contractors on the ‘for bid’ list only 1 bid was actually received.   It was noted by Mr. Stern that the lack of bids could have been the result of such a large scope project, other projects on the January letting or the economy.  The project had many specialty items such as stone, fencing and other hardscape materials.  The project will need to be reviewed and modified so that the Village can be a part of the June letting.  

Trustee Jereb stated that EXP was utilized by the Village because of their expertise and experience and yet the bid was over 25% higher than the estimate.  The bid vs. the estimate should have been a lot closer.  After some discussion, it was decided by the Board to keep the areas of the pocket parks and start by eliminating the plantings in the planters along Rt. 178.  The project scope will still include the stone signage, fencing and trees and the stamped colored concrete.    EXP will revise the plans for submittal to IDOT.  The Village Board will consider approval of the revised plans at the 3-13-13 Board Meeting.  

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado provided an update of the Utica Business Association meeting.  At their February meeting, discussion was held regarding a request of the LaSalle County Historical Society to have horse drawn Conestoga wagon rides along the towpath with tickets being sold at the former elevator building.  It was noted by the Clerk that this type of event would require DNR approval as well as IDOT approval to access Rt. 178 with the wagon.  Hours that the event would take place were not known at this time.    
Alvarado also stated that the February 16 Winter Wine Walk was a success and sold 661 tickets.  







MINUTES

A brief discussion was held regarding the businesses and their requirement to meet ADA guidelines.  Engineer Heitz has been tasked with reviewing information from the businesses however he has not been provided a list of those that are having a difficult time trying to become compliant.   Village Attorney Klein is reviewing the use of TIF funds for the businesses use in becoming compliant with ADA.  It is not required that the Village use TIF funds, however a Grant of an overall amount could be set up and the businesses would have to complete applications for review by the TIF administrator.   This would be extremely difficult since there are businesses that have already used their own funds to become compliant.  Also, this would affect private business not public properties. Further discussion with Attorney Klein will be required.
Finance Liaison: NONE
Donations:  Trustee Jereb spoke about the donation requests that had been received.  A request came in from Special Olympics and the Illinois Valley YMCA Swim Team.

It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Jereb to recommend approval of a donation to Special Olympics in the amount of $100 and no donation to Illinois Valley YMCA Swim Team.


5 Yes


Motion Carried

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm stated that she has not received any additional information regarding the request from a resident who would like reimbursement of the cost of concrete used in replacing a sidewalk. Therefore, it was decided that the item would be removed from the Agenda.  It was also noted that the Village does sidewalk projects annually and as such it is not the policy to reimburse residents who replace sidewalks without the consent and knowledge of the Village Board.
Parks & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Jereb stated that he is in the process of reviewing the estimates on what will be needed for maintenance and care of the parks/fields.  He will have the estimates for the next meeting.  

The proposed concession stand/restrooms being estimated for construction was also discussed.  The building will now be placed along the right field line near the water tower as requested by the area residents.  The bids will be available for Board consideration and approval at the March committee of the whole meeting.  

A sign for park trespassing after dark, etc., will be placed at Neighbor’s park by the Maintenance Department.  







MINUTES

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader stated that the new vehicle has been received.  Discussion was held about the marking of the vehicle and it was decided that the Police Chief will place North Utica signage on the vehicle.

Building Inspector:  NONE
Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director Spayer stated that the 2004 Chevy truck was sold for $3,750.  

Engineer’s Report:  Village Engineer Heitz provided an update of ongoing projects in the Village.
CDAP- the application for a CDAP Grant has been completed.  The Grant will be awarded in the late Spring/early summer.

2013 MFT Road Project- the project was discussed however no decisions were made on the area(s) that will be included in the 2013 project.  It will be further discussed at the March BD Meeting. 
General Discussion of Village Affairs:  

Trustee Pawlak stated that when the Johnson St. project takes place the multiple hook ups should be reviewed and possibly separated.    Engineer Heitz and Maintenance Supervisor Spayer will review.

At 7:37 pm it was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to adjourn the meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

