VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole 
Special Meeting

March 26, 2012








AGENDA

I. 6:00 p.m. Call to Order Special Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
**   Appearance: EXP (formerly Teng & Associates) re: discussion of Streetscape Project 2nd phase design
IV. Adjournment
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MINUTES

At 6:15 pm the Special Meeting of the Committee of the Whole was called to Order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Shelba Bimm, Jim Schrader and Ron Pawlak.  Absent were Trustees Matt Jereb and Andy Skoog.  

Also present at the meeting were Planning Commission Members Tom Guttilla and Doug Gift. 

EXP (formerly Teng and Associates) attended the meeting to discuss the Streetscape plans for along Rt. 178 and other related areas.  A power point presentation was made by EXP representatives.  They discussed fencing, monument signage and concepts for the pocket parks, stamped concrete, landscaping and plantings and site furnishings.  

They had several options in each category regarding the item and cost of such.  After discussion on the fencing, the Board recommended the style C fencing which was a heavy duty style that would withstand the elements and provide a more historical accent. The fencing will be approx. 18 – 24” tall and it will surround the planters on 3 sides; with the side along Rt. 178 being open to allow for snow plowing etc. 
Several options of stone/limestone were discussed.  The north pocket park will have signage in stone that reflects a ‘Welcome to Utica’ style.   The lettering will be sandblasted directly into the stone.  The additional stone being used in the streetscape will consist of small boulders and stacked stone which they will try to obtain from various local sources. 
Landscaping was also discussed including trees, shrubs and perennials.  The Village Board stressed low maintenance landscaping as well as drought tolerant and salt tolerant plantings.  
The site furnishings for benches and trash receptacles and their locations was also part of the discussion.  It was decided that the Village will need to purchase 6 additional benches and 3 additional trash receptacles for the pocket parks.  Bollards will also be utilized near the north pocket park to deter traffic from driving through the area to get to the Antique Mall.  
Discussion was also held regarding the Way Finding signs that the Village is considering along Rt. 178.  The streetscape plans will be designed around the proposed signage and then IDOT will review.  
After much discussion and narrowing down the selection of items, it was decided that EXP will complete the streetscape plans and present the final cost of such to the Board at the next meeting.  The plans will have to be sent to Springfield for formal approval in April if the Village hopes to complete the project in the fall. 


It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Bimm to adjourn the Special Meeting at 8:00 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk 

