VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting

October 25, 2011








AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Committee of the Whole Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes:  9-27-11
V. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Update – Utica Business Association meeting

a) Mural

2.) Discussion of Vendor Permits

3.) Christmas Decorations for the Village

4.) Christmas in the Village
VI. Finance Liaison
VII. Donation Requests
1.) Jingle Bell Run /Arthritis Walk

VIII. Appearance Request – Gerard Beach/Foothills Organics

IX. Clerk’s Report 
X. Park & Recreation Liaison
XI. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison 

1.) Update – street light repairs in the Village
XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.     Police Department Liaison 
1.) Discussion re: Cell Phones
XIV.     Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update 
2.) Phosphate Process Approval

3.) Salt Storage Shed 
a) Roofing estimates
b) Status of building

XV. Engineer’s Report

1.)  Update-  IDOT Rt. 178

a.)  Streetscape -2nd phase/Project, plans and remaining ITEP Funds
2.) Update - Neighbor’s Park- Parking area/ Berm for water runoff
3.) Update – Well 2 Project 
4.)  Illinois Valley Excavating -Sewer Televising in the Village
a.) Woodland Court water run off issue

b.) Area south of Hallet Rd. 
5.)   Update- Ramp to be built behind Duffy’s

XVI. Building/Zoning Officer Report
XVII. Attorney’s Report
XVIII. President’s Report
XIX. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Review & Discussion of Minutes of closed meetings

XXI. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XXII. Adjournment







POSTED 10-21-11   






MINUTES


At 7:10 pm the meeting of the Committee of the Whole was called to Order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was taken by the Clerk.  Present at the meeting were Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  President Esmond arrived at 7:25 pm.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the Minutes of the 9-27-11 meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado

Utica Business Association update- The Utica Business Association would like to have a Mural painted on the north side of Towpath Collectibles on the corner of Mill and Church St.   A group of students from IVCC would paint the Mural and the Business Association is requesting that the Village pay for the supplies.    They are also requesting permission to have the Mural painted and would like to know what permits are required.  Discussion was held regarding the style of painting it would be.  Trustee Alvarado stated that she believes it would be a landscape style similar to the Mural that was on the former Cousin Junior’s.  The Board decided that they would like to see a drawing of the Mural before making a decision.

Christmas in the Village- The event will be held on November 27, 2011 from 1:30 – 4:30.  There will be crafts at the Utica Township Hall, a Barbershop Quartet, Carriage Rides, Santa and Mrs. Claus, and the annual lighting of the Christmas tree.  Trustee Alvarado then asked if the Village would donate the same amount as in the previous year which was $1,400.  It was then motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of a donation to the Christmas in the Village event not to exceed $1,400. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Christmas decorations in the Village- Trustee Alvarado stated that the decorations had been ordered for the street lights downtown.  The electrical outlets on the lights will be repaired by the Maintenance Department who will then hang all of the decorations prior to the Christmas in the Village event.  There will be wreaths with red bows, banners and clear rope lights from the Post Office south to the Village Hall.  She also stated that the Utica Garden Club will be selling fresh greens in bundles and swags again this year at a cost of $15 and $20, respectively. 

Anyone interested in ordering can contact Linda at Seasons Gone By. 







MINUTES

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb

The increase in the Bond for the Elected Officials will be further discussed at the November Board Meeting.  The Bond covers criminal misconduct and fraud.    It does not include coverage for errors or accidents with regards to bookkeeping or writing / signing checks in the incorrect amount.  The Bond covers the President, Clerk and Treasurer currently for $50,000 each however the increase would be to $1,000,000 each.

Donation Requests:  

It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to recommend a donation in the amount of $100.   

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request:  Gerard Beach, Foothills Organics

Mr. Beach thanked the Village Board for approving the Green Fete’ Festival held on October 8, 2011.  He would like the Village to consider making it an annual event, on the Saturday prior to the Burgoo Festival.  LaSalle County helps to promote the event with advertising and by approving the event this far in advance it would allow Beach to contact them again for further assistance with advertising for next year.    The Board will consider the request and discuss at the next meeting.    They agreed that it was a nice event to hold in the Village.

Clerk’s Report: NONE

Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog

Discussion was held regarding the broken sprinkler at the ball field.  The Maintenance Department will fix the sprinkler again.  Trustee Skoog then stated that a small area of sod would be needed in that area before winter so that it will be ready for the early bird tournament in the spring.      Trustee Alvarado asked about playground equipment that had been damaged when the practice field at Neighbor’s Park had begun.  Clerk Gbur stated that the damage was turned in to the insurance and a new swing set is being stored at the Maintenance Department until such time as the field is complete and it can be installed at the park.  It was decided that it would be put up in the spring.

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm

The lights that are still not working in the Village have again been reported to Ameren.  There are only a couple of lights left that are still in need o
Water & Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Pawlak NONE






MINUTES

Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader

Regarding the new cell phones needed in the Village, Trustee Schrader will contact another company for another estimate and have the information for the November Board meeting.

Maintenance Department:  Public Works Director, Curt Spayer

Discussion was held about the permit recently received for Phosphate Treatment in the water system.  Spayer will determine the startup costs along with the annual maintenance costs for the application of the product and consideration of approval will be at the November Board meeting. 

Estimates are still being gathered for the roof on the new salt storage building.  They will be reviewed at the November Board meeting.

The change to liquid chlorine will take place in the next week.

It was then motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Bimm to recommend approval of the purchase and application of sealer for the salt storage building at a cost of $1,400.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Engineer’s Report:  Village Engineer Kevin Heitz

IDOT – There will be a Public Hearing about the Illinois River Bridge on Rt. 178 held on November 15, 2011 from 4:00 – 7:00 pm.  The project may not begin for another 3 – 4 years, but the meeting is very important to attend.  

Trustee Alvarado asked who is responsible for cleaning up the metal debris in Clark Creek from the Rt. 178 project.  Heitz will look into the matter.

Well 2 – The Village is still working with the Attorney General and IEPA on the matter.  It has been a slow process however the Village has permission to operate the well on an emergency basis.

Ramp – Discussion was held with the business owner at Duffy’s regarding building a ramp in back of the property.  The property owner does not want to move the existing brick or scissor lift at this time.  The Attorney will be asked to write a letter on behalf of the Village stating that the items need to be moved.  

Woodland Court- Heitz stated that at this time, he doesn’t see a need to put in a new inlet and storm sewer, which is what the property owner is requesting.  The water runoff issue doesn’t appear to be affecting the property and there doesn’t seem to be any noticeable damage.  The Board agreed. 

Building Permits – Heitz has been asked by the Village to work on some of the open issues with applications for building permits.  He has contacted all of them and they are all resolved except for one, in which he needs more information.  







MINUTES

President’s Report:  

President Esmond stated that the entry to the Village Hall could be paved for approx. $7,500 by the contractor who has paved the lot.  It would finish up the lot and make it easier to plow and for trucks to pull in and out with the entry on both the north and south side paved.
It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to recommend approval of $7,500 to pave the entry(s) to the Village Hall.


5 Yes


1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried

At 8:10 pm, it was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of:

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

All in favor

Motion Carried

At 8:25 pm, it was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Bimm to reconvene the meeting.


All in favor


Motion Carried

With no additional business it was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

