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AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes:  June 22, 2010
V. Appearance Request: Angie Benstine

VI. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Update-Utica Garden Club re: Landscaping Village Entry Signs
2.) Utica Car Cruise In  2-6 pm   10-9-10
VII. Finance Liaison
VIII. Donation Requests
1.) IVAC Community Raffle

IX. Clerk’s Report 
X. Park & Recreation Liaison
1.) Update – New Ball Field Construction – Status Coordination & Completion

2.) Mike Rozbloch – R & R Landscaping

XI. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
1.) Kiwanis –Kids Peanut Day 
XII. Water & Sewer Liaison
XIII.    Maintenance Dept 

1.) Assessment and Update

AGENDA

XIV. Engineer’s Report
1.) Status Study / Maps Clark Creek Grant Storm Drainage Project & proposed cost estimates
 a.) Additional Surveys/Information Business
2.) Update -Canal Corridor Dredging/Poss. Soil deposits  
3.) Update –schedule for televising water/sewer lines in the Village
4.) Update – IDOT/Teng Streetscape Project

a. Proposed additional Streetscape cost

5.) Update- Municipal Well Project re: Pump leasing or purchase
6.) Additional entry sign easement

XV. Building/Zoning Officer Report

XVI. Attorney’s Report
XVII. President’s Report
1.) News Tribune Ad

a) Just Say No to Drugs Coloring Book

b) Salute to Summer Teams

XVIII. General Discussion of Village Affairs
XIX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation
3.) The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the Public Body

XX. Possible recommendations regarding Executive Session

XXI. Adjournment
The next meeting of the Village Of North Utica, Committee of the Whole, will be held on August 24, 2010.
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MINUTES
At 7:04 pm the meeting of the Village of North Utica Committee of the Whole was called to Order by President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Andrew Skoog, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Matt Jereb.

Also present at the meeting were Chamlin Engineering representative, Larry Goode and Zoning Enforcement Officer, Tom Brown.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the Minutes of the June 22, 2010 Committee of the Whole Meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request:  Mrs. Angie Benstine, Division St., appeared before the Committee.  She stated that she is objects to the building and opening of a business directly north of her home on Division St.  The business would be opening as an Antique Mall and she would rather not have a business next door.  She has reported that many Antique items have been stolen from her yard in the recent months and she feels that an antique store would only further increase that problem for her.  She is also happy that eventually her street would become a cul-de-sac instead of the thru traffic street that it is currently.  When the new Rt. 178 construction is completed, that area of Division St. will be a cul-de-sac and that is one of the main reasons she bought the property.  She does not want to see more traffic trying to pull in and out of a business parking lot.  President Esmond advised Mrs. Benstine that the Planning Commission Public Hearing is taking place on August 1, 2010, and that is the place where people can go to state their opinions either for or against any given project.  
Mr. Tom Guerrero was also in attendance that evening and stated that he is aware of the Public Hearing to discuss such project, but also wanted to make their objections known to the Village Board in the event that they could not attend the Public Hearing.  All were thanked for coming to the Committee meeting and further advised to attend the Public Hearing on August 1, 2010 if they have any opinion in favor or opposed to the project.

Governmental Affairs:  Trustee Alvarado stated that it is too hot now to plant/landscape at the entry signs into the Village.  The sign also needs to be lowered and weeds need to be taken care of before the Utica Garden Club can begin.  The club is now looking toward fall for planting.







MINUTES

Trustee Alvarado also stated that the Annual Car Cruise will be taking place on October 9, 2010 from 2 – 6 pm on Mill/Church Streets.  A road closure is being requested from 12 – 7 pm as well


as a donation toward the event’s advertising and DJ costs.  It was motioned be Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Stewart to recommend approval of the event, road closure and a donation of $800.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Matt Jereb =None
Donation Requests:  The item for Raffle Ticket sales for IVAC was discussed.  IVAC has asked that raffle tickets be considered for purchase for their annual Community Raffle Fundraiser Event.  It was stated that the Village can’t purchase raffle tickets as a municipality so it was decided that the Village would not participate.
Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Andrew Skoog spoke about the requirements of both parks. 

Carey Memorial Park is currently having issues with the edges of the grass areas and the infield needs dirt.  The soil at Carey Park is primarily clay.  Because of this, the field takes a long time to dry out after the rain and can’t be played on right away.  If the clay is removed, the correct soil; All-Sport, would be put in its place as a correction.  This soil dries in 15 minutes and would allow the field to be played on.  The clay that is removed can be taken to Neighbor’s Park for placement as a good foundation there.  Trustee Skoog stated that he is currently obtaining quotes from R & R Landscaping and feels they would do an excellent job.  He is hoping to have the quotes at the next meeting.

Trustee Skoog also thanked Doug Porter for his participation and service to Utica Little League in the past.

Also, Utica Youth Football would like to use the outfield at Carey Memorial Park to practice.  They would be wearing tennis shoes and practice for approx. 1 hour per session.  This would include 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades and they would utilize their own insurance.  The Board will look to approve this at the August Board Meeting.

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee M. Pawlak stated that the Kiwanis Club would like to hold their fundraiser on Sept. 3 and Sept. 4, 2010 from 8 – 2 pm.  The Clerk will contact them to see if they could consider the downtown 4 corners of Mill St. and Church St. instead of Rt. 6 & Rt. 178.  The Clerk will advise at the next Board Meeting in August.






MINUTES

Water & Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Ron Pawlak stated that we were successful in obtaining promissory notes or full payment on all outstanding water / sewer delinquest accounts.
Maintenance Department:  Absent = Doug Jakse

Engineer’s Report:  Larry Goode, representing Chamlin Engineering in the absence of Village Engineer Kevin Heitz, addressed the Radium/Well 2 project with the Village Board.  

Trustee Alvarado began by asking about the NCICG documents that still need to be submitted for the Grant application process for the Clark Creek Flood Project.  Mr. Goode stated that he will check into the status of the remaining paperwork.

Mr. Goode then stated that the AST Report for the Well 2 project has been received and gave a brief summary of the findings.  

Samples were taken at 30, 60 & 90 days and the results seem to be in compliance and have met the outlined requirements.  The well could be placed back in service although the Village Board will need to decide a course of action; purchasing the pump equipment or leasing the pump equipment from Municipal Well or purchasing a new pump to ensure maximum pumping capacity.  
Purchasing the equipment could cost approx. $ 25,000 from Municipal Well.

Leasing the equipment would be approx. $ 11,300 from Municipal Well.

Purchasing a new pump to be installed would cost approx. $ 82,000

The well will require additional testing and sampling for a period of 1 additional year.  If samples remain in compliance, then a more permanent solution can be decided.  The current pumping equipment will not allow the pumping of 400 gallons although it is pumping adequately.  If the Village Board decided that they would like the full pumping capacity from Well 2, then they would have to consider the purchase of new equipment.  

President Esmond stated that maybe it would be a good idea to lease the equipment from Municipal Well for the year for the $ 11,300 and then make a more permanent decision after the Well is tested for the next year.  

Trustee Skoog agreed with President Esmond.

Trustee Jereb asked Mr. Goode about the cost options and the report from AST.  He would like to review the report before making any final decisions.  Mr. Goode will send a copy of the report to Trustee Jereb as well as the Clerk. 







MINUTES

A response would have to be filed with the EPA and the Attorney General’s Office regarding the decision of the Board and the Village’s plan.  
Trustee Alvarado then asked about a leak near the property of the New Water Tower on Rt. 6.  

President Esmond stated that a leak was found by Doug Jakse and he has contacted someone to come and take a look at it.  

Building/Zoning Officer Report:  None

Attorney’s Report:  None

President’s Report:  President Esmond discussed the ads for the News Tribune that would run in upcoming editions.  It was agreed upon by the Board that the Village would not participate in any ads for the News Tribune ‘Say No to Drugs Coloring Book’ and the ‘Salute to Summer Teams’. 

General Discussion of Village Affairs:  Trustee Stewart addressed the request made by Police Chief, Mark Wren regarding the purchase of a new Police Vehicle.  The department currently has 3 vehicles and the 2 cars are beginning to have continuous issues.  Trustee Stewart is recommending to the Board that a 2011 Crown Victoria be purchased for the department to be used as the K9 Vehicle.  The purchase price for the Crown Victoria would be $ 20,668. 

Police Chief Wren also recommends the purchase of the car as the best option for the department.  The 3rd vehicle could be used for a ‘spare’ while the new 2011 Crown Victoria and the current Explorer would be utilized as daily operational vehicles.  

Further discussion was held about the Crown Victoria vs. a new Ford Expedition at a cost of $ 25,621.  While the K9 dog would be in the new car, it is the least expensive way to go.  The car that the dog is in right now has no air conditioning and it has been repaired and maintained at a very nominal cost to the Village in the opinion of Chief Wren.  
Trustee Stewart stated that he feels that the drug dog is not a large additional expense for the Village to incur.  It is a good deterrent for the Village to have.  Police Departments in a community are never a source of large revenue. 
Trustee Jereb explained that his opinion is that the Vehicle and it’s mileage is the additional expense.  

Trustee Skoog stated that there are other drug dogs in the area but not every community needs to have a drug dog.  There is a Drug Task Force dog, State Police dog and another dog residing right in town.  







MINUTES

Chief Wren stated that Granville, LaSalle, Peru and Spring Valley all have dogs. It is worth the cost at a deterrent in the Village.  The Village has already invested in the drug dog program and although the used vehicle is the hand-me-down to be used as the K9 Unit, in this case, they do not have air and they both have high miles.  We have gotten by with these vehicles but now it’s time to begin looking at a purchase of something. 

Trustee R. Pawlak stated that he remembers the purchase of the current Ford Explorer being a vehicle to only be used in the winter season. That is why a 4 X 4 was purchased.  Chief Wren agreed but stated that the reason it is being used is because of all of the problems with the other 2 vehicles.  If a vehicle is ordered it could take 8 – 12 weeks for delivery.
Trustee Jereb asked Chief Wren if any other arrangements can be made for the K9 unit.  Currently, Jerry has the car all of the time and that increases the mileage on it.  Can we limit the Dog to keep the miles low and to keep the vehicle in the community?  

Chief Wren explained that the canine vehicle is dedicated to the program; therefore, dedicated to the Dog and Officer of that program.  

Trustee Skoog stated that a lot of miles are incurred going back and forth to his home.

Chief Wren stated that he did look into some used vehicles as an option, but they have over 100,000 miles on them too.  He also stated that we are 2 years and $6,000 of training into the K9 program, including Jerry’s hours.  

President Esmond stated that Jerry does a good job for the Village, but the Board is trying to justify the cost of buying the vehicle. 

It was then decided to table the discussion until the next meeting.

Other discussion of Maintenance Department Issues:

Skoog – catch basins need to be cleared of debris

Jereb – sink holes and inlets need to be mortared and repaired before they get any worse.

President Esmond stated that some road patching has been done; Still more to do. 

Skoog- when mowing, can they blow the grass away from the streets?
R. Pawlak- there are a lot of weeds that need attention too.
President Esmond will advise Doug Jakse about these items.







MINUTES

At 8:10 pm, it was then motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Skoog to go into Executive Session for the purpose of: 

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

      All in Favor

      Motion Carried

At 8:42 pm it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to reconvene the meeting of the Village Board Committee of the Whole.

      All in Favor

      Motion Carried

At 8:45 pm, it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to adjourn the meeting.

      All in Favor

      Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,
Laurie A. Gbur 

Village Clerk
