VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Committee of the Whole Meeting
August 25th, 2009
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I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes – July 28, 2009
V. Presentation  - Mr. John Jansen / Aquifer re: Well Project
VI. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) Information re: Mutual Aid meeting

2.) L P Band Association Candy sale – Sept. 3, 2009 – 5:30 – 8 pm

VII.    Finance Liaison

1.) American Red Cross Donation

VIII. Water & Sewer Liaison

1.) Development of water meter rates

IX. Streets, Alleys & Lights Liaison

1.) Private Road Sign – Piercy -2790 Arrowhead Rd.

X. Parks & Recreation Liaison

1.) Staking of possible ballfield at Neighbors Park

XI. Police, Public Health & Safety Liaison

XII. Clerks Report

1.) LaSalle County Board Meeting Minutes – July-9-09

XIII. Engineers Report

1.) Public Infrastructure Grant Opportunity – 

2.) Possible Grant to address Clark’s Creek Flooding

XIV. Building/Zoning Officer Report

XV. Attorney’s Report

1.) Comcast Franchise Agreement

2.) Sterling Codifiers 

XVI. President’s Report 

XVII. General Discussion of Village Affairs

XVIII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees.

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

XIX. Possible Action regarding Executive Session Discussion

XX. Adjournment

The next meeting of the Village Of North Utica, Committee of the Whole,

Will be held on September 22, 2009. 




























POSTED 8-21-09
Call to order:  At 7:10 pm the Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Roll Call: Present at the meeting were Village President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, and Matt Jereb.  Trustees Andrew Skoog and Kevin Stewart were absent.  Also present at the meeting were Village Engineer Kevin Heitz and Village Attorney Herb Klein.  

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the minutes from the July 28, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting.


4 Yes (Alvarado, R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak, Jereb)


2 Absent (Skoog, Stewart)


Motion Carried

Presentation:  Mr. John Jansen / Aquifer was unable to attend the meeting as he is no longer with the company.  Municipal Well representative Mr. Craig Allen was in attendance and addressed the Board regarding the Well Project proposed to the Village.  A study was held to get the Well in compliance; based on the findings of the study there is a high probability that this project will work and last approximately 8 – 10 years.  The bottom of the well would have to be sealed and a liner put in place. Then installation of new pumping equipment would take place for an approximate cost of $45,000.  A small portion of the capacity would be lost, but the Village has additional storage with the new water tower.  The project should take approximately 2 or more weeks.  Engineer Heitz will send a letter to the EPA notifying them of the intentions of the Village to repair the problem, and to provide them with a timeline.  The Board would still like to hear from a representative of Aquifer, and Engineer Heitz will contact someone to see if a representative would be able to come to the September Village Board of Trustees meeting. 
Governmental Affairs Liaison: Trustee Gloria Alvarado
Trustee Alvarado stated that she had attended a Mutual Aid Meeting for Illinois Public Works.  There are 2 organizations; Illinois Public Works Network and Illinois Waste Water Response who are forming the Mutual Aid database.  To join, there is a $100 fee for the Illinois Public Works and no charge for the Illinois Waste Water Response Network.  Attorney Klein will review the equipment agreement and advise the Board at the next Village Board meeting.  The agreement would provide automatic emergency response to all communities who participate.

It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the candy sale being held door to door on September on September 3, 2009 from 5:30 – 8 pm.


4 Yes (Alvarado, R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak and Jereb)


2 Absent (Skoog and Stewart)


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison: Trustee Matt Jereb
No action was taken on the American Red Cross for the request of a donation.
Water & Sewer Liaison: Trustee Ron Pawlak
The development of water/sewer rates was discussed.  Commercial/Industrial rates can be set and the Village can then begin to read them.  After much discussion about rates for the Commercial/Industrial   meters, it was decided that Attorney Klein will have an Ordinance for consideration by the Board ready for the next Village Board of Trustees meeting on September 9, 2009.  After we begin reading the Commercial/Industrial meters, we can begin to look at the residential.  There are still a few residences that need meters installed, and the Village would have to contact these residents and request that an appointment be made to install the meter.  
Attorney’s Report:  Village Attorney Herb Klein
A representative from Comcast, Ms. Joan Sage, addressed the Board regarding a new Franchise Agreement between Comcast and the Village of North Utica.  There are a few questions that need to be addressed by Comcast before the Village considers the Agreement.  The FCC requires cable to have Franchise Agreements.  Attorney Klein posed the question regarding the percent that the Village receives if the percent regulated by the FCC changes.  Also questioned was if new development takes place, would the lines be placed underground, if it is required by the Village Ordinance.  Ms. Sage will find answers to the questions and advise Attorney Klein.  
Attorney Klein advised the Board that Sterling Codifiers is requesting to complete the project of codifying the Ordinances.  The approximate cost would be $2400.00 and would be completed by October 31, 2009.  Attorney Klein’s office is working on providing Sterling Codifiers with the Ordinances they need to complete the project.

Street, Alleys & Lights: Trustee M. Pawlak
The matter of the private drive bordering the Piercy property located at 2790 Arrowhead Dr. is still an issue between the Elberg/Burgess parties.  The property is located in an easement between the two parties and the Village can’t put up a sign on private property.

The bus stops and school drop off arrangements were discussed.  Maybe there needs to be more patrol of the areas at pick up/ drop off times of the day.  People are still driving around the barricades.  

Park Liaison: Trustee Andrew Skoog Absent

Police, Public Health & Safety Liaison: Trustee Kevin Stewart Absent

Clerk’s Report: Village Clerk Laurie Gbur
Village Clerk Laurie Gbur stated the LaSalle County Board Meeting Minutes dated July 9, 2009 were included in the packet for the Committee of the Whole meeting.

Engineer’s Report:  Village Engineer Kevin Heitz

Engineer Heitz updated the Board on the staking of the proposed ball field at Neighbor’s Park.  After staking out the property, it appears that 50 – 60 cars could fit for parking and a 200 ft. ball diamond would fit for practices.  The Little League is looking into getting some things donated.  It could cost the Village approximately $20,000.00 to Fill the area and put up a backstop.  Trustee Jereb asked if there can be a natural division put in place to cut down on possible noise as well as to add to the residents privacy in that neighborhood.  

Regarding the Public Infrastructure Grant, Clark’s Creek Flooding issues may possibly qualify and Engineer Heitz will talk with North Central Illinois Council of Government to see if that would be a good project to utilize for this particular grant. 

Building/Zoning Enforcement Officer:  Mr. Tom Brown

Mr. Brown updated the Village Board about the status of the non-compliant signs in the Village.  
He is still speaking with the representative that has a large sign near the Fire Department.  He has currently issued 3 building permits, and a sign permit for the Utica Bar Association, Operation Claus, and Hawthorne Healthcare.  He also addresses the Board on behalf of a request from the Utica American Legion regarding the placement of their sign on the existing Village entry sign on Rt. 178.  At this time the Village does not wish to have any other signs on the New Village Entry Sign.

It will be placed on the agenda to waive the sign permit fee for both the Taste of Utica and Operation Clause.

President’s Report:  
The Taste of Utica will be held on August 29, 2009.

Since there was no other business or discussion, at 9:00 pm, it was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________

Laurie A. Gbur / Village Clerk

Village of North Utica
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