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I. 7:00 p.m. – Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approve Minutes 

V. Executive Session

1. The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees

2. Pending/Imminent Litigation

VI. Possible Action Regarding Employees

VII. Governmental Affairs Liaison

1. Freedom of Information Act- appointment of Officer(s) to participate in annual FOIA training 

VIII. Finance Liaison

1. LaSalle County Historical Society Donation

2. New York Says Thank You Donation

3. Horizon House Road to Independence Donation

4.   June Donation Requests

5.   Review of Invoices – Mid-America Sports Advantage, Illinois EPA

6.   Development of Water Meter Rates/Badger Meter Renewal

7.   Miscellaneous Discussion Item

IX. Water & Sewer Liaison

1.  321 Florence Dr. – Funfsinn –update- water leaking in front yard

X. Streets, Alleys & Lights Liaison

1. Request for Tag Day June 27, 2009 – Little League -10 am – 1 pm

Corners of Mill St. and Church St. 

2. Review of Street lights in Senica Manor – Ameren payment / MFT 


3. Review of Street Names currently in Senica Manor

XI. Parks & Recreation Liaison

1.  Possible options for placing another park/practice field - update

XII. Police, Public Health & Safety  Liaison

XIII. Clerks Report

1. Proclamation for Chicago 2016 Olympics – June 23. 2009


2. LaSalle County Board Meeting Minutes – May 14, 2009

XIV. Engineers Report

1. 133 Juneway Dr. – Adams – update for him to run sump into sewer 

2. 2889 E/ 765th Rd. – Aubrey – update to hook up to sewer

3. 818 N. 2853rd Rd. – Larson – update on leveling yard

4. 2864 E. 777th Rd. – Degrush – update on water runoff from neighboring property

5. Staking for Village Entry Signs

6. Rescue Direct – water in ditch

7. Flood Inspections for properties affected by flooding

XV. Maintenance Department

1. Department Assessment and update

XVI. Attorney’s Report

XVII. President’s Report

XVIII. General discussion of Village affairs

XIV.      Adjournment
POSTED 06/19/09

Call to Order:  At 7:00 pm, the Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Present at this meeting were Village President Fred Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart, and Matt Jereb.  Trustee Andrew Skoog was absent.  Village Engineer Kevin Heitz was also present.   Village Attorney Herb Klein was not able to attend.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Gloria alvarado, seconded by Trustee Kevin Stewart  to approve the minutes of the previous Committee of the Whole Meeting held on May 26, 1999.  


5 Yes


1 Absent (Skoog)

Motion Carried

Executive Session:  At 7:04 pm it was motioned by Trustee Gloria Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Mary Pawlak to go into Executive Session for the purpose of the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees.


 5 Yes – All in favor


1 Absent (Skoog)


Motion Carried

Reconvene Regular Committee Meeting:  At 8:05 pm it was motioned by Trustee Mary Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Kevin Stewart to come out of Executive Session and reconvene the regular Committee Meeting. 


5 Yes – All in favor


1 Absent (Skoog)


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Gloria Alvarado
1. Freedom of Information Act – Attorney General Lisa Madegan now requires the appointment of an Officer to participate in annual FOIA training. Trustee Alvarado suggested that Administrative Assistant Kathy Lewis be the person appointed since she is the person that most requests go to; the rest of the Board agreed.  However, they will table at this time until we get further information about the training requirements.

2. Trustee Alvarado asked Maintenance Supervisor Doug Jakse about whether the Park restrooms are being opened and cleaned every morning; he stated that the summer help is making sure it gets done every day.

3. Trustee Alvarado also asked for an update of a Daily Routine by the Maintenance Department and Mr. Jakse stated that he would get this to the Board.

Finance Liaison: Trustee Matt Jereb

1. LaSalle County Historical Society- Trustee Jereb explained to the Committee that the requested donation for the Burgoo is $8,256.00.  Last year the donation was $7,877.00.  He advised that maybe a possible solution would be to make a ‘flat’ donation that the Historical Society could then use for their needs.  Trustee Alvarado stated that the Village already furnishes Police coverage and Maintenance help to set up tables, and street sweeping.  A donation amount will be further discussed at the July 8, 2009, Village Board Meeting.
2. New York Says Thank You – It will be recommended at the next Board Meeting to make a donation of $500.  Tom Brown clarified for the Committee that it costs approximately $500 to send one firefighter each year.

3. Horizon House Road to Independence – The Village will not be making a donation at this time.
4. Illinois EPA Invoice-Village Engineer Heitz stated that he will contact them by letter to terminate the project and that the Village should NOT pay the bill.
5. Kiwanis Club- Their annual fundraiser will be held on September 25 & 26, 2009.  A carton of Peanuts is $30.  Trustee Jereb will make a recommendation to the Board at the July 8, 2009 Board Meeting to make a donation of $30 to the Kiwanis Club.
6. Mid-America Sports Advantage- $159.95 Batters Box Template; $383.90 Pitcher’s Mound Clay.  Doug Porter was present and stated that the park is a ‘city’ park and should be maintained by the Village.  The Committee agreed that they would like all bills submitted to the Village Board for prior approval.  These bills will go on the Accounts Payable for June for approval at the Next Board Meeting. Trustee Alvarado asked that the Little League submit a budget to the Village Board.  Mr. Porter stated that a budget will be within the next month; for the July Committee of the Whole Meeting.
7. Tag Day for Little League- This item was moved from Streets, Lights & Alley Liaison for consideration while Mr. Doug Porter was in the audience.  The Little League had been given prior approval to hold a Tag Day on June 13, 2009.  Due to inclement weather, the event was cancelled.  Since there was prior approval, the board said they could go ahead with holding a tag day on the newly chosen date of June 27, 2009.
8. Badger Meter- Do NOT renew contract at this time.  Regarding the development of water meter rates, Doug Jakse will put some figures together on proposed water usage/rates.  We need to make sure the rate increase will be enough to cover the operational cost of the program.  He will also look into and provide information on Commercial water meters and how they would be affected by imposing a new water rate.  
Water/Sewer Liaison: Trustee Ron Pawlak

1. Funfsinn- The issue of water leaking into the front yard could possibly be water runoff due to the extreme wet weather this season.  The area is dry now and no longer seems to be a problem.

Streets, Alleys & Lights Liaison: Trustee Mary Pawlak

1.  The Township is requesting that the Village take over the Ameren Bill for 14 Lights in Senica Manor, on properties that were already annexed into the village in the past year.  Village Clerk Gbur and Administrative Assistant Kathy Lewis will call Ameren to make the change.  Further discussion needs to take place regarding the Motor Fuel Tax for the same areas.

2. Street Names are very confusing in Senica Manor making it hard for rescue personnel to find the correct address in an emergency situation.  Some have 3 names, some have none; there is no consistency.  Annexed properties can be reassigned Street names by the Village, but the property owners would have to change their personal records.  The house numbers should be on the house.  This will be looked into at a later date with the Zoning Enforcement Officer.

3. The Clarence Scott property has just had a new driveway poured and now there is a hole in the middle.  It could be a broken tile or whistle. Village Engineer Heitz will look into this matter.  

Parks & Recreation Liaison: Trustee Andy Skoog (ABSENT)
1.  Parks/Little League Teams- Mr. Doug Porter stated that there are 12 teams currently trying to practice on the same field.  They would like to have the Village look into possible options to increase our current playing fields.  Discussion was held regarding the possibilities of an additional field being place on the same property. Also, a practice field would fit in Neighbors Park and right now this seems to be the best, short term option.  Trustee Jereb asked if ALL teams would be able to play and practice on each of the fields.  Doug Porter stated that the Girls Teams don’t need a grass infield.  A Minor League field is smaller.  Our Little League is growing and there isn’t enough room to allow everyone to practice. Village Engineer Heitz stated that the Village Board should decide what type of field we need;  something to solve the short term problem, or a long term solution for a larger, manicured and lighted field.  Further discussion will be held, and Engineer Heitz will try to put some information together.

Police, Public Health & Safety Liaison: Trustee Kevin Stewart

1.  Trustee Stewart reported to the Committee that a part time Police Officer was hired.  Trustee Jereb asked whether the Police Chief could hire personnel without first coming to the Board for prior approval.  Village President Esmond stated that the Chief should be able to hire personnel to fill vacancies in the department, but not to hire new personnel that would create new positions.  

Clerk’s Report:  Village Clerk Laurie Gbur

1. It was motioned by Trustee Gloria Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Mary Pawlak to adopt a Proclamation declaring June 23, 2009, Olympic Day in the Village of North Utica. This is to offer support toward the bid for Chicago to host the Olympics in 2016.

5 Yes

1 Absent (Skoog)

Motion Carried

2. LaSalle County Board Minutes- An announcement was made that the Minutes for the May 14, 2009 County Board meeting were placed in the packets.

 Village Engineer Report: Engineer Kevin Heitz
1. Adams – 133 Juneway Dr. –Village Engineer Heitz stated that he got a quote to bore under the road to be able to run Mr. Adams sump pump into the sewer.  The amount would be between $2000 and $2500.  After much discussion, it was motioned by Trustee Ron Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Gloria Alvarado for the Village to NOT participate in this project.  Village Engineer will inform Mr. Adams that it would be his responsibility if he chooses to run the sump into the sewer.

5 Yes

1 Absent (Skoog)

Motion Carried

2.  Aubry – 2889 E. 765th Rd. – Village Engineer Heitz has looked into where the lines are located and the proposed cost to hook several of the interested property owners.  The main would be able to pick up all 5 homes on 765th Road and it would cost approximately $25000 - $30000 to run the sewer lines.  Trustee Ron Pawlak stated that he doesn’t feel we can offer some while others have been waiting for so long. Engineer Heitz will write a letter to the Village containing this information.  The Village Clerk will then pass the information on to the Aubry’s.  It will be the responsibility of the property owners to bring the sewer to their properties.

3. Larson -818 N. 2853rd Rd. –The yard has been leveled.

4. Degrush -2864 E. 777th Rd. – Mr. Reitgraf is working to take care of the water runoff problem. He has opened up the ditch to the East but needs a bit more time and dry weather.  Engineer Heitz will check on the continued progress of this and report the findings to the Village Board.

5. The staking for the Village Entry Signs will be finished on June 24, 2009.
6. Rescue Direct – Engineer Heitz has looked into the problem and stated that the culvert needs to be cleared at both ends and then the property owner needs to fill in the area.

7. Flood Inspection Update – Engineer Heitz contacted NFPI via email/phone messages.  30 properties have been surveyed, and now the information has to be compiled into their computer program.  Then the damage assessments will be completed and turned in to FEMA.

Maintenance Department: Doug Jakse

1.  Mr. Jakse stated that now 3 out of 7 aerators need to be replaced.  If we don’t replace them soon, the Village could be fined up to $10,000.

2. We don’t need to test for copper and lead anymore.

3. 7 or 8 Fire Hydrants need to be replaced.

4. Effluent Meter needs to be replaced at an approximate cost of $3800.

Village President’s Report: Village President Fred Esmond

1.  The bump outs on Canal Street need bark put in them to hold down the weeds.

2. Fireworks are being held on July 5, 2009.

General Discussion of Village Affairs

Trustee Alvarado stated that she emailed someone about a possible location on Mill St. that may be for sale. (Mill St. Market)

Trustee Alvarado asked Tom Brown if the Fire Department is getting permits to burn a couple of homes downtown.  Tom stated that he isn’t sure at this time; permission would come from EPA and the Illinois State Fire Marshall.

Village Attorney Report:  Attorney Herb Klein

None

Adjournment:
At 9:35 pm it was motioned by Trustee Mary Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Ron Pawlak to adjourn the Committee of the Whole Meeting. 


5 Yes – All in favor


1 Absent (Skoog)


Motion Carried

The next Committee of the Whole meeting will be held on July28, 2009 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk 
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