VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 S. Clark St.

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

June 11, 2014

www.utica-il.gov







AGENDA
I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Consideration of Approval of Minutes  05-14-14;  04-22-14 
V. Financial Statement

1.) May 2014 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) May 2014 Prepaids

2.) May 2014 A/P Bills 
VII. Finance Liaison
1.) Consideration and Possible Action regarding Approval of the 2014 Appropriations Ordinance

VIII. Donations / Advertising Requests – Consideration and Possible Action re:
1.) Jimmy D Golf Outing $100

2.) Illinois Valley Crime Prevention $230 from Police Drug Fund

3.) Advertising in 2015 Community Review / News Tribune $399 ¼ page

IX. Hopkins & Associates to present the Annual Audit Fiscal Yr. ending 3-31-14

1.) Consideration / Possible acceptance of Audit by Village Board

X. Mr. Nathan Jungers , Unimin Corporation re:  CSX Railroad 

XI. Ms. Kelly Waters, Skoog’s Pub & Grill 
1.) Consideration and Possible Action re: Amending the Liquor Ordinance to include additional Class A License for a Gaming Room Business in the Village

2.) Luau / Pig Roast Event   7-19-14

Consideration and Possible Action re: Event Approval and Road Closure

XII. Clerk’s Report  
XIII. Governmental Affairs Liaison
1.) LaSalle County Historical Society re :    Burgoo Event Closure of Village Roads 10-12-14 from 6 am – 6 pm

2.) LaSalle County Historical Society re:     Donation in the amount of $4,000 toward expenses for 45th Annual Burgoo
XIV. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison

1.) Discussion / Possible Upgrade or Purchase re: Tornado Siren

XV. Park & Recreation Liaison
1.) Consideration and Possible Action regarding installation of fencing on properties near Neighbor’s Park.  
2.) Consideration and Possible Action to allow the Purchase of a PA System for Neighbor’s Park by Utica Little League
3.) Consideration and Possible Action regarding the Purchase of bases for Neighbor’s Park not to exceed $350

4.) Consideration and Possible Action regarding stone signage / plaque for Neighbor’s Park

XVI. Water / Sewer Liaison
XVII. Police Department Liaison 
XVIII. Building / Zoning Enforcement
XIX. Maintenance Department 
1.) Consideration and Possible Action regarding the cost of 2014 Well 2 repairs  $10,000

2.) Consideration and Possible Action regarding the Purchase/Installation of a Manual Check Valve for Bray Property

3.) Consideration and Possible Action regarding the resealing of the Air Conditioning Units

XX. Village President’s Report 
1.) Consideration of Approval of an Ordinance to consider closing a portion of Mill St. to traffic for limited hours during the weekend for the purpose of outdoor dining and shopping and possible purchase of portable bollards
2.) Consideration of Approval of an Ordinance approving an Outdoor Dining License
3.) Consideration of Approval of an Ordinance to consider amending the Liquor Ordinance regarding Liquor Licenses

4.) Consideration of Approval of an Ordinance for a Prevailing Wage Schedule 

XXI. Public Comment
XXII. Committee / Trustee Reports
XXIII. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees

2.) Pending Litigation  

3.) Purchase/Sale/Lease of Real Property 

XXIV. Consideration and Possible Action to be taken regarding Executive Session Discussion
XXV. Adjournment







    Posted 06-06-14
MINUTES

At 7:00 pm the meeting was called to Order by Village President Gloria Alvarado who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting was Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Joe Bernardoni, John Schweickert, Kevin Stewart, Ron Pawlak, Matt Jereb and Jim Schrader.  

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the 5-14-14 Minutes. 


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the 4-22-14 Minutes.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve the May 2014 Financial Statement.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of Bills:  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to approve the May 2014 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the A/P Bills; amended by the removal of a payment to IVCH in the amount of $5,789.33.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  The 2014 Appropriations was discussed.  There were no comments submitted after the final draft at the May Committee meeting, therefore the 2014 Appropriations was considered as distributed.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the 2014 Appropriatons; Ord. 2014-13.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Donations / Advertising Requests:  
It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve a donation to Jimmy D Golf Outing in the amount of $100.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve a donation to Illinois Valley Crime Prevention in the amount of $230 payable from the Drug Fund.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve an ad in the 2015 Community Review in the News Tribune in the amount of $399.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Treasurer Jamie Turczyn introduced Samantha, Hopkins & Associates, to present the annual Audit for Fiscal yr. ending 3-31-14.  Samantha stated that everything looks great with the internal controls in place and the Village has a strong financial standing.  There were no ‘findings’ and the Village books are in good compliance with GASB 34 reporting practices. 
It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the annual Audit.


6 Year


Motion Carried

Appearance:  Mr. Nathan Jungers, Plant Manager, Unimin Corp., presented a project that they will begin in August 2014 to provide a solution to the train delays created by CSX.  This will be a $1,000,000 project and will be of no cost to the Village or the taxpayers. Trustee Bernardoni asked Mr. Junger if he could speak with CSX about the train moving back away from the crossing when they are just sitting in place to allow the gates to go up and traffic to pass through.  Mr. Jungers said that he would address that with the officials at CSX.  Trustee Schweickert then asked when the project would be completed.  Mr. Jungers stated that it would take several months.  Mayor Alvarado thanked Mr. Jungers and Unimin noting that this will be a very costly project and the Village really appreciates the help in dealing with the issue.  The Village Board agreed and also thanked Mr. Jungers.  






MINUTES

Appearance:  Ms. Kelly Water, Skoog’s Pub & Grill, requested a Class A Liquor License for the Gaming Room Business she is opening.  She will have coffee, baked goods and crafts along with Gaming in the back.  In order to have gaming, a Liquor License is required.  The Village would have to amend the Liquor Ordinance to allow an additional Class A License.  Ms. Waters stated that her hours would be approx. 9 am – 9 pm and she hopes to open in July or August.  It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Bernardoni to amend the Village Liquor Ordinance to allow one additional Class A License. Ordinance 2014-14

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Ms. Waters then spoke about hosting a Luau Event on July 19.  She is requesting the back alley – Clark St. – to be able to roast a pig.  She will possibly have music but she is unsure if the band would be inside or outside.  The Village Board asked her to bring additional information to the Committee meeting on June 24.  
Clerk’s Report: NONE

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  It was motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the road closures necessary for the annual Burgoo being held on 10-12-14.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve a donation in the amount of $4,000 to LaSalle County Historical Society toward expenses for the annual Burgoo being held on 10-12-14.


5 Yes


1 No (Schrader)


Motion Carried







MINUTES

Mr. Samson, Royal Carriage Co., would like to offer carriage rides in the Village beginning on June 14 and continuing on weekends throughout the season, possibly the year. He has been providing carriage rides in Chicago for over 25 years and has attended the Village’s Xmas in the Village event for the past several years as well.  He is unsure of the route he will use in the Village however he will provide a route for consideration at the Committee meeting on June 24.  
Currently he would be granted a Vendor Permit until the route is further considered by the Board.  It was then motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the Carriage Rides beginning on June 14, however they will only take place on Mill St. and East.

5 Yes


1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  The tornado alert siren was again discussed.  Trustee Bernardoni has researched the area and was able to hear the siren.  The Village Board agreed that there have been no additional comments or complaints so the item will be removed from the Agenda.
A brief discussion was held about repairs needed on 2803rd road prior to the overlay that the Village already approved.  Public Works Director Spayer stated that Ace in the Hole would be able to repair the edges and potholes prior to the overlay.  The estimate provided is $3,345.
This will be further considered at the Committee meeting on June 24.

Parks & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Stewart made the motion, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve reimbursement up to $2,000 toward the purchase and installation of a fence near Neighbor’s Park on private property. (Joiner)


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Further discussion was then held about the possible purchase of a PA system for Neighbor’s Park.  Mr. Joiner and Mr. Pellens, residents of that neighborhood, stated that they were not in favor of allowing a PA system to be installed.  It isn’t a large park and they feel it is unnecessary.  

After additional discussion by the Village Board, it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to approve allowing Utica Little League to purchase a PA system for Neighbor’s Park.

4 Yes


2 No (Bernardoni, Jereb) 


Motion Carried






MINUTES

 Discussion was also held regarding the purchase of bases for Neighbor’s Park.  Trustee Jereb stated that he is unaware of issues with the current bases.  Trustee Pawlak stated that the bases aren’t able to be kept level and sometimes with these bases there can be safety issues.  

It was decided that this will be further discussed at the Committee meeting on June 24.  It was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Schweickert to Table the item until the Committee meeting on June 24. 

6 Yes


Motion Carried

A sign or plaque will be considered to commemorate the establishment of Neighbor’s Park by area residents.  Mr. Tom Joiner will provide a list of names of those residents who participated. This will be further discussed in Committee.

Mr. Pellens then requested consideration of a chain link fence near his property as well.  The Board decided that this would also be further discussed in Committee.

Water / Sewer Liaison: NONE

Police Department Liaison: NONE

Building & Zoning Enforcement: NONE

Maintenance Department:

Public Works Director Spayer stated that additional costs were needed for repairs to Well 2.  It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the additional $10,000 toward repairs to Well 2.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

A manual check valve for the Bray property to help alleviate flood concerns and back up into the basement was further discussed.  It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the installation of a manual check valve at the Bray property not to exceed $1,000.


6 Yes


Motion Carried







MINUTES

It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve John Senica Jr. to repair the air conditioning units outside the Village Hall in an amount not to exceed $1,754.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Schweickert, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve John Senica Jr. and Brian Spelich to repair the damage from the recent water leak at the Village Hall including moving the water utilities and installed new wall board etc. in an amount not to exceed $8,000.    This will also include a new water heater.  

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve an estimate of $2,000 to replace the roof on the sewer plant building with a new steel roof.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

President’s Report:  It was motioned by Trustee Bernardoni, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the 2014 Prevailing Wage Ordinance; 2014-15.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

The subject of outdoor dining on Mill St. was then discussed.  Trustee Schrader began by saying that although this is a good idea, it isn’t appropriate for the Village.  In his opinion, it would lead to a loss of business in the downtown.  Trustee Schweickert then stated that it doesn’t seem to be a good fit due to the size of our sidewalks and streets.  Ms. Waters, Skoog’s Pub, stated that she would try it on a limited basis to see how it goes but cautioned that it would require additional participation from other businesses. Trustee Schweickert stated that one time per month, along with the Canal Market would be acceptable to try.  Lisle Elsbury, Duffy’s, stated that of the businesses that attended the Business Association Meeting, there was a general consensus that the idea be tried on a Sunday coninciding with the Canal Market.







MINUTES

Jason Harmon, Canal Port, stated that if the street is closed, his business would go down.  He will not participate because:e it’s been tried in the past and it didn’t work.  He said that most of the Utica Businesses are against the idea.  There is no accessible parking currently on Mill St. so people generally stop and drop someone off in front of the building and then go and park the car.  Motorcycles will line the streets and they like to see their bikes out front.  By closing Mill St. it would deter people from stopping at all.  He stated that this is not a great idea and this would hurt business.  Motorcyclists spend a lot of money in the community and we need to be grateful that they are even stopping and attracting attention and hopefully more business.  
He then indicated that there are signage issues as well in that area; that is what needs to be addressed. 

Trustee Scweickert stated that while he is all for trying new things, he feels the road should only be closed for an event, etc.  Not for the reason being that it’s just because of Sunday.  

Jason then stated that when this was tried in the past, it just didn’t go over very well.  
It was decided by the Board not to take Action at this meeting.  

Public Comment:  Lisle Elsbury, Duffy’s, stated that there is an Ameren type scan going around via telephone.  The Clerk will alert the media right away in order to get the work out.  It will also be placed on the Village Website.
General Discussion of Village Affairs:  

Trustee Jereb to Clerk – re: status on website proposal; Clerk Gbur stated that she will meet with the website designer to start things moving again.  

Trustee Pawlak asked that there be no vendors on the city sidewalks this year.  The Clerk has already relayed that information to the LaSalle County Historical Society.

Mayor Alvarado stated that we need to get moving on research of the businesses compliance with the ADA.
With no additional business, it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to adjourn the meeting at 9:16 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

Village of North Utica

