VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

April 11, 2012 at 7:00 pm

www.utica-il.gov







AGENDA

I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Minutes- 03-14-12, 1-09-12
V. Financial Statement

1.) March 2012 Financial Stmt / Summary / Revenue Reports 
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) March 2012 Prepaids

2.) March 2012 A/P Bills
VII. Finance Liaison   
1.) Consideration of Approval of Water/Sewer account adjustments

VIII. Donations & Advertising 
1.) Cross Cultural Solutions re: Emily Becker $275
2.) Kids Fishing Expo $50
IX. Appearance Request:  Representative / IVAC

X. Appearance Request:  IDOT update re: Rt. 178
XI. Appearance Request:  Mr. Mike Sparrow, Progressive Energy re: Consideration of approval Electrical Aggregation re: operation and governance /Public Hearing Dates
XII. Governmental Affairs Liaison 
1.) Utica Village Market re: cost of Insurance, portable restrooms 
XIII. Clerk’s Report 
XIV. Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison
XV. Police Department Liaison
XVI. Water & Sewer Liaison
XVII. Park & Recreation Liaison
 1.) Repairs to concession stand/Carey Memorial Park up to $500 by Mrowicki
XVIII. Building / Zoning Officer – Certification of Oath of Office
XIX. Maintenance 
1.) Assessment and Update
2.) Estimates regarding lawn mowing equipment/tractors

XX. Engineer’s Report
                1.)   Neighbor’s Park




 a.)  Parking Lot and associated cost



              b.)  Estimates on concrete pads
   2.)  Update- Donaldson St. Drainage issue/ Rescue Direct property
                4.)  Bids for 2012 sidewalk project in the Village
XVIV.   President’s Report
XX.       Attorney’s Report
1.) Approval of the Purchase of Parcel(s) of Property along Mill St in the Village of North Utica

2.) Summary of 4-11-12 Planning commission meeting regarding Petition by Schwartz 
3.) Consideration of an Ordinance approving an Annexation Agreement of property located South of Rt. 6/East of Hallett Road.

4.) Consideration of an Ordinance granting a Zoning of C3 to property located South of Rt. 6/East of Hallett Road
XXI.       Public Comment

XXII.      Old Business/New Business

XXIII.     Committee/Trustee Reports
XXIV.  Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) Purpose of sale or purchase of Real Estate

4.) Review of Closed Session Minutes

XXV. Reconvene / Possible Action -Executive Session re: Employees, Officers & Policies                                                                             
XXVI. Possible release of Closed Session Minutes
XXVII. Adjournment






POSTED 04-06-12
MINUTES

At 7:08 pm the meeting was called to Order by Village President Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur and Trustees Shelba Bimm, Matt Jereb, Jim Schrader, Gloria Alvarado, Andy Skoog and Ron Pawlak.  Also present were Attorney Herb Klein and Engineer Kevin Heitz.

Approval of Minutes:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the 3-14-12 Minutes.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Bimm to approve the 1-9-12 Minutes; Joint Public Hearing and Special Board Meeting.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the March 2012 Financial Statement.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of Bills:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the March 2012 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the March 2012 A/P Bills.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Jereb

Village Treasurer Jamie Turczyn provided an update on the status of the Direct Deposit/Automatic Utility bill Payment Program.  Over 35 people have signed up for the automatic payment of their Utility bills.  The MSI training is scheduled for May 16, 2012 and we hope to begin with the program by June 1, 2012.







MINUTES

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the necessary adjustments for the noted Utility accounts.  The adjustments are as a result of payments being received with no entry of a previous balance due in the system.  The bills are manual bills and the system does not have a way to enter the data therefore each of the accounts have shown only the payments received.  The necessary adjustments will be made and going forward a manual entry will be made in the system so the accounts show both the amount due and the payment received.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Donations: 
It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve a donation to Emily Becker for Cross Cultural Solutions for the purpose of her attendance at a program in Guatemala. It is in the amount of $275.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve a donation in the amount of $50 for the annual Kids Fishing Expo.








6 Yes


Motion Carried

Appearance Request:  Marcy Duro and Audrey Bleck representing IVAC
An update about IVAC regarding economic development, membership, RFI Projects and newsletter and website information was provided.  Information of website changes and a tutorial for the websites’ use was also provided to the Board.  President Esmond thanked IVAC for the work they do for the local communities.

Appearance Request:  IDOT representatives, Julia Messina and Herb Jung provided an update on the Rt. 178 realignment project since the work began again in the spring.  The project is near the south end of the realignment now.  Temporary pavement will be laid and traffic will be rerouted so that the 2 areas connecting Mill St. and Rt. 178 can take place.  The project is on track for a completion date of September 30, 2012.  
The I-80 interchange is also continuing work with the contractor now working in the middle of both north and southbound lanes of traffic. 







MINUTES
Planning Commission Member Doug Gift asked if the temporary signs used along Rt. 80 for the Burgoo traffic would be taken down.  Jung stated that the signs will be coming down in the next week. 

Appearance Request: Mr. Arnie Shramel representing Progressive Energy
Mr. Shramel spoke to the Board about the schedule for the Electrical Energy Aggregation and the Plan of Governance that would need to be approved.  There will also need to be two Public Meetings for the purpose of answering any questions prior to the approval of the Plan of Governance. Then the Board will have to approve the pricing and the supplier and Opt Out Notices will have to be sent out to residents.  It was motioned by Trustee Bimm, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the scheduling and notice of two Public Meetings for April 24, 2012 and May 9, 2012 at 6:30 pm.  


6 Yes


Motion Carried
Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado




It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the donation of the cost of the Portable Restroom and the Insurance for the Utica Village Market.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Clerk’s Report:   
The March of Dimes would like to hold a Tag Day on 4-14-12; however the date is already taken by the Youth Football League.  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve another date of their choice.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Streets, Lights & Alleys Liaison:  Trustee Bimm -NONE
Police Department Liaison:  Trustee Schrader -NONE
Water/Sewer Liaison:  Trustee Pawlak -NONE






MINUTES
Park & Recreation Liaison:  Trustee Skoog

It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the repairs to the Carey Memorial Park Concession Stand by Mrowicki Builders in an amount not to exceed $500.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Building/Zoning Officer: The appointment for a new Zoning Enforcement Officer was made by President Esmond.  It was motioned by Trustee Schrader, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to approve the appointment of Curt Spayer who was then sworn in by the Clerk.  

6 Yes

Motion Carried

Maintenance Department:  

Public Works Director Spayer provided estimates for the purchase of a lawn mower and / or tractor. 

Lawn Mower


$9,300 - $11,100

Tractor

(used)

$28,550 - $30,995 
After much discussion, it was decided that the tractor would be the best purchase at this time.  

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the purchase of a John Deere Tractor with a mowing deck at a cost not to exceed $30,995.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Kevin Heitz

Neighbor’s Park – Unimin will be supplying the stone/rock and are offering the use of their equipment.  The walking path is being laid out and the parking will be staked so that work can begin. Trustee Jereb asked if the walking path was approved by the residents in the neighborhood and Heitz stated that everyone like the idea.  The walking path will actually be approx. ¼ mile long.  

2012 Sidewalk project- The approximate cost to put sidewalk along Hallet road to finish that area would be $26,605.  The approximate cost to put sidewalk along the areas of Washington St. would be $20,000.  Advertised bids will be sought.

Donaldson St.- the water run-off and drainage near the Rescue direct property requires further surveying.  Heitz will meet with Maintenance Director Spayer and President Esmond to determine the best solution.







MINUTES
EXP is requesting further direction regarding the stone being used as signage in the pocket park within the Streetscape design.  The consensus by the Board is to use Stacked Limestone and place ‘Welcome to Utica’ on the front.  There will also be another stacked stone area with ‘Historic Downtown’ on the front.
President’s Report: 
President Esmond stated that he would like to recommend Mr. Roy Chapman to be appointed to the Planning Commission.  The Board agreed and the appointment will take place at the 

May 9, 2012 Board meeting.
Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Herb Klein

It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to authorize the President and the Clerk to enter into a contract for the purchase of property in the Hydraulic Cement Addition/Holland in the amount of $150,000.  Payments will be $50,000 at closing and the remaining balance of $100,000 on or before October 31, 2012.  
A member of the audience asked what the property was being purchased for.  President Esmond stated that the Village would be using it for parking and possibly future development. 

Then the question was asked regarding the appraisal price.  Attorney Klein stated that the appraisal was performed by Crowley and the appraised amount is $84,500.

President Esmond stated that the property owner has lowered the price significantly and he wants to sell it to the Village.  

Trustee Jereb then stated that he does not disagree that there are parking issues within the downtown area however, he can’t agree with the Village paying $150,000 for property that appraised for $84,500. After some additional discussion, a roll call vote was taken on the motion made by Alvarado. Ordinance 2012-13

4 Yes (Bimm, Alvarado, Skoog, Pawlak)


2 No  (Jereb, Schrader)


Motion Carried







MINUTES
Attorney Klein then provided a summary of the Public Hearing held on 4-11-12 before the Planning Commission for the purpose of a Petition for Annexation and Zoning of property owned by Schwartz.  The Petitioner would like to become a part of Utica and have local representation.  They are seeking C3 Zoning for the property upon Annexation.  The Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Petition.

It was then motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Schrader to approve the Annexation of property located south of Rt. 6 and East of Hallet Road; owned by Schwartz. Ordinance 2012-14


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was then motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Alvarado to approve the Zoning of C3 for the property located south of Rt. 6 and east of Hallet Road; owned by Schwartz. Ordinance 2012-15


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Public Comment:  

Rebecca McGowen, spoke to the Board about the tenant who has been living at 118 E. Church St., which the Village purchase in March 2012.  She is 80 years old and  in poor health.  She was served a Notice to vacate the property on or before May 1, 2012.  Ms. McGowen asked the Board why they had asked her to leave if they intended to rent the property to someone else.  President Esmond stated that the Village was not intending to rent the property to anyone else.  Attorney Klein stated that because the tenant had no written lease, and she was given a verbal notice by the previous owner stating that he would be selling the property and she would have to leave, that after the Village purchased the property they had to give a written Notice to vacate the property.  The Village just put the same verbal Notice to vacate in writing.  Ms. McGowen stated that the previous owner did not have a binding lease with the tenant because it was an oral agreement, not written.  Attorney Klein stated that is why the Village provided a written termination Notice.  The Village was not aware at the time of purchase that the tenant was in poor health.  Ms. McGowen stated that they are not disputing the Village’s right to do so, however, they thought the Village should be aware that the tenant was in such poor health.  The Board then stated that under the circumstances, they understand and would like to offer the Tenant to remain at the property for an additional amount of time, agreeable by the Tenant and the Village.  Ms. McGowen will speak with her family and get back to the Board with a decision. Attorney Klein stated that they would then make a short amendment to the Notice.







MINUTES

Mr. Tom Guerrero asked about the weight and speed limits on 2803rd road.  Discussion was then held regarding the road, repairs, maintenance and the annexations and subsequent gaps. 

The gaps are still the Townships responsibility because those areas were not annexed in to the Village.  A meeting was held between the Village and Township Road Commissioner Jerry Carey. The Village has not received any further information from the Township since the meeting earlier in the year.  There is not an agreement in place yet.   

He asked if the Police radar trailer could be placed up on 2803rd road to deter speeding.  Chief Wren stated that it could be used in that area.

Another member of the audience asked about the truck traffic and Attorney Klein stated that the Village sent a letter to the contractor on March 15 addressing the weight limits on the road.  Engineer Heitz stated that currently the contractor is in negotiations to place a bond on the road.  

It was then motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Pawlak to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 pm.


All in favor


Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie A. Gbur

Village Clerk

