VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

September 9th, 2009
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I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes

                1.)  August 12, 2009
V. Financial Statement

     1.)  August 2009 Financial Stmt; Summary / Revenue Reports
2.) Approve Annual Treasurer’s Report – Fiscal Yr. Ending 3-31-09
VI. Approval of Bills

1.) August 2009 PrePaids

2.) August 2009 A/P

VII. Illinois Valley Area Chamber of Commerce & Economic Development Presentation by Mr. Curt Andersen and Ms. Michele King

VIII. Aquifer Re:  Well Project - Presentation

IX. Maintenance Department

1.) Approval of Municipal Well Project

2.) Department Assessment and Update

X. Clerk’s Report

1.) Utica Bar Association – Sign Permit Fee

2.) Operation Claus – Sign Permit Fee

3.) Municipal Insurance Renewal
XI. FEMA Report

XII. Engineer’s Report

1.) Update on Flood Inspections 

2.) Update on future dedication of Public Improvements – IDI

3.) Possible Grant – Clark’s Creek Flood Issues

XIII. Attorney’s Report

1.) Consideration of Ordinance for Loan Renewal for Maintenance Building

2.) Consideration of Ordinance Re: Comcast Franchise Agreement

3.) Consideration of Ordinance Regulating Well Drilling

4.) Consideration of Ordinance Re: Increase to Commercial and Industrial Water and Sewer Rates

5.) Summary Report of Planning Commission Hearing Re: Petition of Senica’s Oak Ridge, Inc. for a Sign Variance

6.) Consideration of Ordinance  Re: Petition of Senica’s Oak Ridge ,Inc. for a Sign Variance

XIV.    Governmental Affairs Liaison

1.) Mutual Aid Agreement – Public Works Department
XV. Parks & Recreation Liaison

1.) Possible Ball field at Neighbors Park

XVI. President’s Report

XVII. Public Comment

XVIII. Old Business
XIX. New Business

XX. Committee/Trustee’s Report

XXI. Executive Session

1.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

2.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees
XXII. Possible Action Regarding  Executive Session Discussion / Employees / Officers

XX. Adjournment







   Revised 9-4-09
Call to Order:  At 7:05 pm the regular meeting of the Village of North Utica Board of Trustees was called to order by Village President Fred Esmond who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present at the meeting were President Esmond, Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, and Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Andrew Skoog, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Matt Jereb.  Also in attendance were Village Engineer Kevin Heitz and Attorney Herb Klein.
Approval of Minutes: It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to approve the minutes from the August 12, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Trustees.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Financial Statement and Revenue Report:  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve the August 2009 Financial Statement and Revenue Reports.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Annual Treasurer’s Report:  It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the Annual Treasurer’s Report; fiscal year ending 3-31-09.


6 Yes


Motion Carried
Approval of Prepaids: It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to approve the August 2009 Prepaids.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Approval of A/P Bills:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the August 2009 A/P Bills with the exception of ½ of the total invoice from Peru Greenhouse.    $535 will be paid immediately; $535 will be paid in the September bills.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

IVAC Presentation:  A presentation was made by Mr. Curt Anderson and Ms. Michele King representing Illinois Valley Area Chamber of Commerce. They spoke about IVAC’s impact on the surrounding community with economic development.  They offer the ability to advertise property sites to attract businesses to our area at no charge.  They stated that they have aerial photos and listings of sites and they work to connect people toward making a possible transaction and bringing more businesses to the community. They also thanked the Village for being a valued member of IVAC.
Aquifer Presentation:  Mr. Ted Powell, Hydro geologist; Aquifer attended the meeting to answer any questions about the Municipal Well Project.  He stated that although it would be possible to get vertical migration of radium, they have been very successful with the procedure.  The well would see a loss in its’ current capacity, but it may be less than what they proposed.  They have done 10 or 12 of these projects and all have been successful.  Mr. Powell feels it would be a viable option for the Village. It was stated by Village Engineer Heitz that he advises the Village to consider entering into a Professional Service Agreement with Aquifer to oversee the project; with Aquifer subcontracting with Municipal Well.  Attorney Klein stated that the EPA wants a decision from the Village about the direction they are planning to correct the radium issue.  Engineer Heitz will notify the EPA of a direction and timeline to complete the project.  It was then motioned by Trustee R. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to approve Village President Esmond to negotiate an agreement with Aquifer Science & Technology; a division of Ruekert Mielke, Inc. to oversee the project.

6 Yes


Motion Carried

Maintenance Department:  Mr. Doug Jakse addressed the Board with an update and assessment of the Village Maintenance Department.  He stated that there is one meter to install yet.  Trustee Alvarado mentioned the odor in the water on Johnson St., Donaldson St., and Washington St.  Mr. Jakse stated that they would try flushing them again and add phosphate to see if that helps.  He also asked the Board about the possibility of hiring snow plow drivers to be on call and utilized on an ‘as needed’ basis.  There is a lot of plowing to keep up with and they need to look at a few ‘back up’ drivers. 

Clerks Report: It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Jereb to waive the sign permit fee for the Utica Bar Association for the Taste of Utica held on August 29, 2009.

4 Yes (Alvarado, R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak, Jereb)


2 Abstain (Skoog, Stewart)


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to waive the sign permit fee for Operation Claus held on September 19, 2009.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to waive the sign permit fee for Peru Airport if it is determined that the event is a Non Profit event.  Building Inspector Tom Brown will check into this.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to waive the sign permit fee for Peru Eagles if it is determined that the event is a Non Profit event.  Building Inspector Tom Brown will check into this.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

FEMA Report:  Mr. Don Robey stated that the administrative costs can’t be filed until the Village receives the $17,072 for the completed PW.  The administrative costs would be retroactive to 2004 and could total approximately $15,000 to $20,000.
Engineer’s Report: Engineer Heitz clarified that the Municipal Well Project could cost approximately $70,000 to $90,000 plus administrative costs to complete.

Flood inspections need to be finished by Engineer Heitz and Building Inspector Brown and the second round of paperwork needs to be sent to FEMA.  Homeowners could receive approximately $30,000 to elevate the home.

Engineer Heitz stated that he has been in contact with the contractor for IDI and is addressing the open issues that need to be taken care of before the Village takes over the water tower.  President Esmond asked if there is a heater to keep the pipes from freezing.  Engineer Heitz will also address this issue and the landscaping left to be done.

NCICG is currently looking into possible Grants.  The Clark Creek Flooding issue and a sewer line project may be possibilities. 

Engineer Heitz will measure an area of sidewalk that needs to be fixed on Clark St. in front of the Ice Cream shop.

Attorney’s Report:  It was motioned by Trustee M. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to approve the Loan Renewal for the Village Maintenance Building at an amount not to exceed $144,000 and 4%. Ordinance 09-23

6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog to enter into a Franchise Agreement with Comcast. Ordinance 09-24


6 Yes


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee R. Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Stewart to table the Ordinance to regulate well drilling.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Jereb, seconded by Trustee Stewart to table the Ordinance to Increase Commercial/Industrial Water & Sewer rates.


All in Favor


Motion Carried

Attorney Klein presented a summary of the September 3, 2009 Planning Commission meeting regarding the Petition for Sign Variance by Senica’s Oak Ridge; Bonnie Campbell and Dee Bennett.   He explained that the reason the sign variance is being requested is as a directional sign to provide help to customers of Senica’s Oak Ridge who may be attending banquets or weddings.  The sign would be located in the C3 district on an unimproved lot and would require a Special Use be granted.  The Planning Commission voted 5 / 0 to recommend that the variance be granted by the Village Board of Trustees.   It was also discussed among the Board the differences between this Petition and the recently denied Petition by August Hill Winery to put up a sign advertising their business.  The August Hill sign would have been on an improved lot, changing the content of an already nonconforming sign.  President Esmond stated that a billboard sign advertising many businesses might be more appealing to the Board and the community.   It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to deny the request of a variance and special use by Senica’s Oak Ridge.

5 Yes (Alvarado, Skoog, R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak, Stewart)

1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried

Governmental Affairs Liaison:  Trustee Alvarado presented information to the Board regarding the Mutual Aid for Public Works meeting that she recently attended.  If the Village enters into an agreement with ILWARN, assistance from other communities could help in times of flooding and other Public Works emergencies.  FEMA provides compensation if time is recorded.  It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee R. Pawlak to approve Ordinance 09-25 entering into a Mutual Aid Agreement between the Village of North Utica and ILWARN.


6 Yes


Motion Carried

Park & Recreation Liaison:  It was motioned by Trustee Skoog, seconded by Trustee Stewart to proceed with obtaining estimates to build a practice ball field in Neighbor’s Park.  Engineer Heitz will get bids for the Committee of the Whole meeting to be held on September 22, 2009; some things may be donated such as fill, trucking and sand.  Trees need to come down in order to put in a practice field, and costs incurred could include fencing/backstop and seed. 

5 Yes (Skoog, R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak, Stewart, Jereb)


1 No (Alvarado)


Motion Carried

President’s Report:  Village President Esmond stated that the first Taste of Utica Celebration was a great event for the Village and the turnout was a good crowd.  Trustee Alvarado stated that everyone involved did an excellent job in organizing the event.

Public Comment: On behalf of Village resident, Wilma Hudman, Village Clerk Gbur stated that a block party was being planned to be held on October 10, 2009 and Ms. Hudman is requesting a road closure of Church St. from Center St. to Oak St.   It was motioned by Trustee Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Skoog   if the proper liability insurance was provided for the event, Center st. from Church to Grove could be closed for the event from 2 – 5 p.m. 


5 Yes (Alvarado, Skoog, R. Pawlak, M. Pawlak, Stewart)

1 No (Jereb)


Motion Carried

Committee Reports:  

 Trustee M. Pawlak asked about the sink hole on Church St. and Vine St. by Foothills Organic.  Doug Jakse will look at the problem and possibly put asphalt in before the Burgoo.

Engineer Heitz will get a cost estimate on stamped concrete for the bump outs that are being run over by trucks on Church St.

Trustee Skoog mentioned about the abandoned Trailer by the Knights of Columbus building.  Attorney Klein will write a letter to the owner about the property.  It was also stated that there are a couple of dogs running loose and biting people in a neighborhood.

Trustee Alvarado wanted to Thank Mr. Leo Doerr for watering and caring for the planters in the Village downtown area all season.  Also, Wilson Landscaping said that someone keeps turning off the waterfall in the memorial; however he will leave it off for now to be able to do some maintenance and work on the stones.

Trustee Jereb stated that it was nice to receive a Thank You from Kiwanis club for the recent donation made by the Village.  He also asked Doug Jakse if the maintenance department could fill in all of the pot holes in the Village before winter.  
At 9:05 pm it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to go into Executive Session for the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees. 


All in favor


Motion Carried

At 9:10 pm it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to reconvene the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees.


All in favor


Motion Carried

At 9:11 pm it was motioned by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee M. Pawlak to adjourn the meeting. 


All in favor


Motion Carried

The next meeting of the Village Board of Trustees will be held on October 14, 2009 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________

Laurie A. Gbur/Village Clerk

Village of North Utica
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