VILLAGE OF NORTH UTICA

  801 South Clark Street

North Utica, IL 61373 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees

June 10th, 2009
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I. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order Regular Village Board Meeting

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes

                    1.)   May 13, 2009

V. Financial Statement

       1.)   May 2009 Statement

VI. Approval of Bills

1.) May 2009 A/P

2.) May 2009 PrePaids

VII. Clerk’s Report

1.) Road Closure request for Operation Claus being held Sept. 19, 2009 #R09-04

2.) Road Closure request for Burgoo being held on October 11, 2009 #R09-05

3.) Information on Public Hearing being held by LaSalle Cty. Zoning Board of Appeals

VIII. Appearance Requests

1.) Tom Guerrero – Township Re: Street Lights 777th Rd.- Senica Manor

2.) Rita Louise Ricci – Re:  Vacate Property  -16 ft alley south of 627 Clark St.

3.) Barney Erikson – Re:  Road going in/out on West St. to his property

4.) Sue Calkins – Re:  Request to put in water and straighten out the yard

IX. FEMA Report

X. Maintenance Department 

1.) Assessment and Update

XI. Engineer’s Report

1.) Review of ongoing projects

XII. Attorney’s Report

1.) Consideration of Ordinance amending Liquor Ordinance

2.) Consideration of Ordinance approving easements for Village Entry Signs

3.) Consideration of Ordinance accepting dedication of Public Improvements from IDI

4.) Possible Action on Resolution Approving Business Welcome Package

XIII.    Finance Liaison

1.) Approval of Appropriations Budget

2.) LaSalle County Historical Society Donation

3.) Jimmy D Golf Donation

XIV. Streets, Alley & Sidewalks 

1.) Request of Tag Day for IVYFL on the corners of Mill St. and Church St. on 

           Saturday, September 5, 2009.



     2.)  Request for Tag Day for Little League on June 13, 2009

XV. Public Comment

XVI. Old Business

XVII. New Business

XVIII. Committee/Trustee’s Report

XIX. Executive Session

1.) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal for specific employees

2.) Pending/Imminent Litigation

3.) The setting of a price for the Sale/Lease of property owned by the Village Of North Utica

XX. Possible Action Regarding Employees

XXI. Adjournment
The June 10, 2009 Village Board Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Village President Fred Esmond. The Pledge of Allegiance was also led by President Esmond.  Also present were Village Clerk Laurie Gbur, Trustees Gloria Alvarado, Andrew Skoog, Ron Pawlak, Mary Pawlak, Kevin Stewart and Matthew Jereb.  Also present were Village Engineer Kevin Heitz, and Village Attorney Herb Klein.

It was motioned by Trustee Mary Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Kevin Stewart to approve the minutes from the May 13, 2009 Village Board Meeting.

 6 Yes



Motion Carried 

It was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to approve the May 2009 Financial Statement.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Gloria Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Kevin Stewart to approve the May 2009 Accounts Payable with the exclusion of the following invoices: 

Illinois EPA (water/sewer fund) $500.00

Mid-America Sports Advantage (Park Fund) $159.95

Mid-America sports Advantage (Park Fund) $383.90

These invoices will be submitted to the Board of Trustees for their review at the June 23, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Mary Pawlak, and Trustee Andrew Skoog to approve the May 2009 PrePaids.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

Clerks Report:  

Regarding the Road Closure request for Operation Claus being held on Sept. 19, 2009, it was motioned by Trustee Mary Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Kevin Stewart to close one block Mill St. to allow for the line –up of the motorcycles for the ride out of town.  A Resolution is not needed as they are not requesting to block traffic on 178.



6 Yes



Motion Carried
It was motioned by Trustee Gloria Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to approve the road closure of 178 and Church, Mill, and Canal Streets for the Annual Burgoo being held on October 11, 2009.  Resolution R09-04



6 Yes



Motion Carried

Information was given to the Board regarding the upcoming hearing being held on June 16, 2009 by the LaSalle County Zoning Board of Appeals in the matter of a request by Northern Partners Co-op to construct a 30,000 gal. liquid propane tank on property located on Rt. 6, west of 178. 

Appearance requests:  

Mr. Guerrero was absent, however Trustee Mary Pawlak stated that regarding the Township’s request that the Village of North Utica take over the Ameren payment on street lights located in Senica Manor subdivision, she would look into what properties/lights have been annexed into the village. 

It was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Mary Pawlak to send the request by Rita Louise Ricci to the Planning Commission.  She is requesting that a 16 ft. alley  located just south of her property at 627 Clark Street be vacated by the village.  Engineer Heitz will have to survey the property and provide the information to hold a Public Hearing.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

Mr. Barney Erikson is requesting information to see where he can place gates to his property now that his survey has been completed.  Engineer Heitz will meet with him on June 11, 2009 to look at the property and the completed survey. 

Ms. Sue Calkins appeared before the Board to request information about when she will receive water and about straightening out the yard where it hadn’t been done after the lines were run.  Trustee Ron Pawlak stated that he would look into the pre-annexation agreement to see when her property was annexed into the Village.  She may have to pay a tap on fee if she wasn’t part of the original pre-annexation agreement of 21 homes.  Her service is being installed on June 11, 2009.

FEMA Report:  No Action Taken

Maintenance Dept. Update:

Doug Jakse reported to the Board the following information:

The Maintenance Department is currently working on leveling dirt and seeding in areas that weren’t able to be completed last fall. 

A chart was included in the Board Packet regarding water meter rates/water usage vs. billed amounts.  This information was based on figures and estimates from 2006, but showed a trending chart that could be helpful in reviewing the current and proposed water meter rates.  It would benefit the Village to begin a water meter reading program to generate revenue for the Water Dept. The EPA will begin requiring data on water usage.  
It will be another 8 – 12 weeks before we have any other information on the Radium issue. 

PQ Corp. has requested that their sewer meter be calibrated again.
An estimate for the lagoon flotation aerators would be approximately $18,000.00 installed.

The EPA is also beginning to watch storm water runoff/retention ponds.

The two dump trucks are 1999’s and in need of repairs.  They don’t have a lot of miles on them, but they do have a lot of miles now.

End of Maintenance Report.

Engineer’s Report: 

Village Engineer Heitz stated that on behalf of Mr. Ramos he has submitted a letter to the Board requesting that he be able to demolish his current home to allow him to rebuild a home on an elevated foundation.  The property was rezoned from residential R-1 to general commercial C2.  Under the current zoning, he can’t build.  He is requesting the rezoning of the property.  The matter will be referred to the Planning Commission/Public Hearing.  It was motioned by Trustee Andrew Skoog, seconded by Trustee Mary Pawlak to refer the item to Planning commission.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

Engineer Heitz will survey and stake the properties/easements for the new Village Entry Signs.

Regarding the possibility of a new practice field near the current Park, Engineer Heitz feels that it would be tight trying to put a field there.  Trustee Skoog will contact the Park Board to try to work out a possible schedule so that everyone can practice on the current field.  He will also look at a financial statement from the Park Board.  Trustee Skoog will also talk to someone at Unimin to ask about land reclamation projects and the possibility of getting land donated.  The OSLAG grant deadline is June, so although we missed it for this year, we can look into this for next year.

Trustee Alvarado asked about the FEMA Flood inspection/issues.  June 17, 2009 is the deadline to submit the paperwork and assessments.  Engineer Heitz stated that the process is to mark each of the structures at the water level point, to then assess the damage, and then to submit everything.  Trustee Alvarado stated that she would like the information to be submitted by the deadline.  She also gave Village Clerk Laurie Gbur a copy of a letter from Floodplain Management and Insurance Branch, and a copy of a letter from current Building Inspector Pat Flynn.  
The letters have information regarding the ongoing issue of the Flood Inspections.  These letters will now become an official part of the minutes of the June 10, 2009 Meeting. 

End of Engineer’s Report.
Attorney’s Report:

It was motioned by Trustee Kevin Stewart, seconded by Trustee Gloria Alvarado to amend the Liquor Ordinance granting August Hill Winery the approval to have a Wine Garden on the property.  Trustee Andrew Skoog abstained from the discussion and from voting due to his position as the owner of Skoog’s Bar & Grill; another Liquor License holder in the Village. Ordinance 09-15



5 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Gloria Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Kevin Stewart to approve the easement for Village Entry Signs – Arthur J Johnson LTD Partnership.  Ordinance 09-16



6 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Gloria Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Kevin Stewart to approve the easement for Village Entry signs- Larry Flynn Property.  Ordinance 09-17



6 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motion by Trustee Mary Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to table the Ordinance accepting dedication of Public Improvements from IDI. 



6 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Gloria Alvarado, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to approve the new Village Business Welcome Package.  R09-05



6 Yes



Motion Carried

Finance Liaison:  Trustee Matt Jereb

It was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Ron Pawlak to approve the 2009 appropriations Budget Ordinance 09-18.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to table the donation request from LaSalle County Historical Society so it can be further reviewed.



6 Yes



Motion Carried
It was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Ron Pawlak to approve a donation in the amount of $25 to the Jimmy D Golf Event.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

Street, Alley & Sidewalk Liaison:  Trustee Mary Pawlak

It was motioned by Trustee Mary Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to approve a Tag Day for IVYFL to be held on Sept. 5, 2009 at the corners of Mill St. & Church St.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

It was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to approve a Tag Day for Little League to be held on June 13, 2009 at the corners of Mill St. & Church St.  The request to hold a bake sale at the same time was discussed.  It was suggested that the Little League contact a business owner to see if it can be held in front of their business establishment. 



6 Yes



Motion Carried

Public Comment:

Ms. Dorelle Denman stated that she doesn’t understand how she violated the Sign Ordinance.  It was stated by Trustee Ron Pawlak that she had been notified on several occasions to remove the additional banner signs because she can only have one sign according to the Zoning Ordinance (Signs).  She will be sent a certified letter by the Zoning Enforcement Officer giving her 30 days to remove the signs.

Mr. Don Robey asked if the Village will be approving a donation to the New York Says Thank You Foundation again this year.  Last year the Village donated $1000.00.  It will be referred to the June 23, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting for discussion.

Mr. Tom Brown, a Planning Commission member, stated that the Starved Rock/Cattails – Cottage sign is still not in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance (Signs) and it needs to be taken down.  A certified letter will be sent by the Zoning Enforcement Officer giving them 30 days to remove the sign.

Mr. Brown also stated that there are many confusing street signs in Senica Manor and he would like to see this issue addressed.  Emergency Personnel aren’t able to easily find peoples home when an emergency occurs. This will be addressed by the Committee of the Whole at the June 23, 2009.

Doug Jakse stated that the Illinois Valley Tractor Event was well received.  The Fire Dept. served 257 dinners and 169 breakfasts.

New Business:

Mark Wenzel, August Hill Winery, has requested a new sign be erected on 178 advertising his business.   It was motioned by Trustee Ron Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to refer this to the Planning Commission.



6 Yes



Motion Carried

President’s Report: Village President Fred Esmond

President Esmond stated that everyone did a great job during the Tractor Parade Event.  The fireworks this year will be held on Sunday, July 5, 2009 and refreshments will be served to the community.

Committee Reports:

Trustee Gloria Alvarado:  Rescue Direct is having issues with water on the property.  The water is lower than the whistle and there is no longer a natural water runoff.  He (the owner) would have to build up the property to solve the problem and get out of the flood plain as stated by Engineer Heitz.  He will stop by and speak with the owner and take another look at the problem.

At the Committee of the Whole Meeting, it was discussed that the upgrades for the computer would cost $325.75 and a new computer would cost approximately $900.00.  It was decided by the Committee to table the discussion and not to do any upgrades on the computer or the MSI software at this time.

It was motioned by Trustee Ron Pawlak, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to approve the 1 hour parking signs that were put up on Vine Street.



5 Yes



1 No (Alvarado)



Motion Carried

Trustee Andrew Skoog: None

Trustee Ron Pawlak:

There are dogs barking all night long near Morton and Johnson Streets.  Chief Wren will send an Officer to the residents’ home to talk with them about the disturbance. The resident is the McSherry home.

Trustee Mary Pawlak:

Regarding the issue of the water table rising at the DeGrush property, a contractor will be getting in touch with President Esmond or Doug Jakse to make sure that the equipment they are using to level off Mr. Reitgraf’s property will not hurt the road.  A letter was sent from Attorney Klein to Mr. Reitgraf about the issue and now it is being addressed.  
Trustee Pawlak asked if the check had been sent regarding the agreement between the Township and the Village to make repairs or replace the bridge on E. 9th Road.  Village Clerk Gbur will look into this and report back to the Board.

Trustee Kevin Stewart:  None

Trustee Matt Jereb:  None

At 8:40 pm it was motioned by Trustee Kevin Stewart, seconded by Trustee Andrew Skoog to go into Executive Session for the purpose of the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees. 

At 9:40 pm it was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Gloria Alvarado to end Executive Session and reconvene the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees.  



All in Favor



Motion Carried

Since there was no further business to discuss, it was motioned by Trustee Matt Jereb, seconded by Trustee Mary Pawlak to adjourn the meeting.



All in Favor



Motion Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie Gbur

Village Clerk
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