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The Honorable Fred Esmond
Mayor — Village of North Utica
305 Florence Drive

Utica, Illinois 61373

Dear Mayor Esmond:

During my speech at the Utica Memorial Service in late April, T stated my belief that the
Village of Utica would rise above the tornado tragedy and ultimately be a better place to live,
work and raise a family. I cannot tell you just how pleased T am to see this prediction quickly
coming true.

Thanks to your strong leadership and the “can do” spirit of the citizens of Utica, your
historic community will soon be a special place with strong public service resources and a
vibrant and productive local economy.

1 also want to commend the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Long-
Term Recovery Team for working so closely with the citizens of the Village of Utica in
producing the Sustainable Long-Term Recovery Plan. I have reviewed this document and find it
to be an outstanding prioritization of the critical steps needed to take the Village of Utica well
beyond simple recovery.

With this in mind, I want to use this opportunity to strongly encourage the appropriate
federal and State of Ilinois agencies to utilize all available resources to assist the Village of
Utica implement its Recovery Plan. Whenever possible, I plan to be personally involved in
helping Utica work with these agencies.

Again, Mayor Esmond, let me thank you for your leadership and tremendous commitment

of time and energy to the cause of rebuilding and strengthening your community. Iknow you
will be successful. Please be sure to let me know whenever I can be of any service.

Sincereiy/,b {

INLASALLE Counry
(8194330085
I MeLean County
(309) 5570448
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| The tormarlo that touched down Tuesday damaged most of Utica's downtown buldings and
destioped several, including a tavern where eight people died
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“Twister devastated town’s historic center”





Published by the Chicago Tribune, the photo and graphic image above depict the destructive power of the April 20th tornado, which also took the lives of eight people.








