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“We want to provide the best
possible fire protection service for
the entire Village. There are
several good options to look at
before we make a final decision.”
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“We want to provide the best possible fire protection service for the entire Village. There are several good options to look at before we make a final decision.”
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Recovery Value


An expanded fire station may be warranted as the redevelopment of the Village proceeds.





Goal


Construct a new fire station outside of the 500-year floodplain.


Project Description


Build a new fire station for the Utica Community Fire Protection District (U.C.F.P.D.) consolidating all Fire District operations, equipment and vehicles in one facility located outside of the floodplain.





Options


Expanded Fire & Ambulance Station


The U.C.F.P.D. fire suppression and emergency medical services personnel and equipment have been operating out of two separate locations. The ambulance garage housed emergency medical response and the fire station provided fire suppression response. Building a new, six-bay fire station would combine fire suppression and emergency medical services in one new expanded fire station, built outside of the 500-year floodplain.





Fire and emergency medical services combined at one location would centralize Fire District operations. Building maintenance and personnel administration issues would be centralized reducing associated expenses. The risk of flooding would be reduced or eliminated. However, the community has expressed concern that a single, expanded station north of the Village would increase response times to the downtown, Illinois River and Starved Rock Park areas.





The viability of this option could eventually increase with the progressive expansion of business and residential development within the community and the immediate surrounding area served by the U.C.F.P.D.





Utica Elevator – Warehouse Property


Build a new, expanded Fire Station on the Utica Elevator warehouse property. This building-site is outside of the 500-year floodplain and has sufficient space for an expanded Fire Station, if properly reconfigured. Utilizing this property would allow commercial development of the current downtown Fire Station location. The availability of the property and the cost to acquire the property remains to be determined.





Cost


Consolidated Fire & Ambulance Station: $1,085,000


(Land acquisition, site improvement, & construction of a new code-compliant building)








