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RESTORE THE UTICA TRAIN DEPOT
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Recovery Value


Although the Train Depot was not considered to be a significant historic property, the loss of several key historic structures due to the tornado may have marginally increased its heritage value to the community.





Goal


Rehabilitate the Train Depot to preserve a local landmark that could potentially have some commercial and/or historic value to the community.





Project Description


The Chicago Rock Island & Pacific Railroad built the existing Utica Train Depot. Now one of the oldest surviving buildings constructed by the railroad, the depot maintains a modest amount of community interest despite its significant state of disrepair, including tornado damage. The building could be restored with sufficient funding. However, the current owner - CSX railroad - will require the building to be relocated out of their right-of�way as a condition of sale/transfer.





Options


Acquisition and restoration of the Train Depot


This could be accomplished by either a public or private entity; however, a purpose and site for the building should first be identified. The requirement to relocate the depot off the CSX right-of-way is a significant complication and cost consideration.





Cost


To be determined – with the overall cost driven by relocation considerations





Train Depot after the disaster.





Bo Windy Utica Historian





“We lost 15-18 historical buildings to the tornado— which is huge for a town our size—we should make every attempt to keep the ones we have.”








