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“We should start
thinking about future
utility system
improvements right now,
so that we can start
planning ahead and
figuring out how to pay
for them.”
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EVALUATE / U PGRADE UTILITY SYSTEMS





Recovery Value


An adequate and reliable utility system is critical to meeting existing user demands and to support/attract future development.





Goal


Assess the need for utility system improvements/expansions and upgrade the condition of the water distribution, sanitary sewer, and storm sewer systems by correcting existing deficiencies and increase the overall system capacity, as necessary.





Project Description


Utica’s utility system is generally functional in its current condition; however, the rebuilding process should include an assessment of the adequacy of its condition, capacity, and reliability to meet expectations of current residents as well as projected future demands. Many of the water mains in the community are aged and deteriorating, resulting in frequent ruptures. The existing system configuration does not provide adequate water pressure to the northern portions of the community. Additionally, the technology utilized at the wastewater treatment plant is relatively outdated. System upgrades should be carefully considered based on conditions found to be deficient and/or the need to expand the capability of the system.





Options


Utility System Assessment


Conduct a feasibility study to identify specific aspects of the existing water distribution, sanitary sewer, and storm water systems that are in need of upgrade to meet the demands of anticipated future development. This analysis should investigate the need for and feasibility of improvements to the equipment or technology utilized in the existing system, as well as expansion of the geographic coverage of each system.





Water and Sewer System Upgrades


A variety of upgrades for the existing water system may be needed upon completion of the system assessment. Key water system improvements could include installing emergency generators at the well pump houses and construction of a new 250,000-gallon water tower. Sewer upgrades may include expansion of the treatment plant and overall system coverage. These upgrades would increase reliability and function of the system and support current needs and future development. Improvements may be prioritized and completed in stages if needed.





Cost


Utility System Assessment: $15,000








Water System Improvements: $1,700,000 (installing emergency manual diesel generators at well pump houses, construction of a new 250,000-gallon elevated water tank, construction of an additional 450 gpm water supply well, 2 miles of water main replacements at $50/LF, and water service extensions)








Sewer System: $370,000 (construction of a new lift station at I-80, and extension of service into unserved portions of the community)
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