	BUILD A COMMUNITY SAFE ROOM/SHELTER
	

	Recovery Value 
The construction of community safe rooms in Utica would protect the lives of residents and visitors during severe weather events.

Goal

Incorporate safe rooms into the construction of new municipal buildings, as appropriate, to provide designated shelter locations in severe weather events.

Project Description

Safe rooms are fully engineered structures designed to withstand the forces of high winds and debris impacts associated with severe weather events.    

Options

Construct a Community Safe Room Downtown 

A clearly designated community safe room located downtown would offer residents protection during severe weather events in the most actively utilized portion of town. The downtown rebuilding process offers an opportunity to incorporate the safe room into the design of any new public building which will reduce the per unit cost of the safe room. The inclusion of a safe room should be considered prior to the construction of a new Village Hall, the Township Community Building, new restrooms at the existing ball field, or through the reconstruction of the school building.   Public access to the safe room, 24-hours a day, is essential.

Construct Multiple Community Safe Rooms 

A greater level of protection will be provided during severe weather events if multiple safe rooms are built in the north and south portions of the community in addition to downtown.   While safe rooms could be incorporated into the reconstruction of any new public buildings downtown, stand-alone safe rooms may be the only choice outside the downtown area, which would increase the per unit cost. Additional potential safe room locations include a Fire District building in the north portion of the community, and a municipal building located in the south portion of the Village. Each safe room must provide public access 24-hours a day. 
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Paul Rasch
Region 3  Coordinator

IEMA

“Utica needs to have at least one safe room for the betterment of the community.  Basements are still a good option, but not everyone has one.  Whatever the cost, it is worth it to save lives.  We should look for opportunity to add a safe room into one of the public buildings being reconstructed.”

	
	
	


Cost


Downtown Safe Room: $75,000 (incremental cost of incorporating an 80-person, 400SF reinforced community safe room into the construction of a new municipal building)





Multiple Safe Rooms: $100,000 (incremental cost of incorporating one 20-person, 100SF reinforced safe room into a new municipal building, and one stand alone 20-person, 100SF safe room built on a separate location)





Examples of surviving interior rooms found in structures destroyed by tornadoes.





An example of a safe room design in accordance with FEMA guidelines
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