	PROVIDE MORE PARKING DOWNTOWN
	

	
	

	Recovery Value 
Additional parking in downtown Utica has been in high demand in recent years to support the robust business district fueled by a wide variety of trips by local residents, visitors and tourists.  As the business district redevelops and expands in the aftermath of the tornado, it is essential to take advantage of the opportunity afforded by land use reconfiguration to provide ample parking for convenient access to shopping, dining, special events and other downtown destinations.

Goal

Provide a sufficient supply of accessible parking to support downtown businesses and nearby destinations.

Project Description

Create a mix of new parking spaces by increasing the availability of on-street parking and developing new innovatively designed off-street parking lots.  Expanded parking is needed to accommodate the evolution of downtown business development, to respond to growing traffic volumes, and to meet the needs for overflow parking during peak visitation periods and community special events.   

Options & Costs
Enhance Parking on Existing Streets

Improve existing road design to include curbside and pull-in parking along Mill Street, Church Street, and Division Street (Total of 116 spaces, curbs and striping at a total $120,000).  

New On-Street Parking along the Reconfigured Grove Street

Design and construct new head-in parking in conjunction with the reconfiguration of Grove Street (Total of 68 spaces, resurfacing, curbs and striping at a total of $50,000).    
New Parking Lot south of Church Street 

Design and construct a new parking lot on the block south of Church Street between Mill Street and Illinois Route 178.  This lot will serve the expanded commercial development in this area and be accessible via the improved service drive between Canal and Church Streets (Total of 14 spaces, resurfacing, curbs and striping at a total of $20,000).    

New Parking Park & Plaza

Design and construct a “parking park” in the center portion of the downtown that is central to all existing and future downtown development.  This “parking park” will be developed in conjunction with Main Street improvements between Church and Grove Streets. The “parking park” combines satisfying parking needs with generous open space provisions, permeable surfacing, and minimal striping.  It will blend seamlessly into the plaza and commons immediately to the west. (Total of 64 spaces, land acquisition, asphalt, pavers, structural grass, curbs and striping at a total of $250,000)

New Truck Parking

Design and construct a truck parking area in the north central area of downtown.  This area would accommodate parking large trucks, with a lower cost gravel surface, and encourage truck drivers to take advantage of downtown amenities. It would be located north of the CSX railroad and west of Mill Street (Total of 9 truck spaces, land acquisition, grading and gravel base at a total of $50,000).
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Owner

Canal Port

“More parking downtown would be a huge boost for all our businesses.  This would make it easier for our residents to come to downtown, and it is absolutely essential for encouraging more visitors to stop in and check out Utica, and for attracting new businesses to locate here.”
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A “Parking Park” in the center of downtown
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Cost


271 new parking spaces: $490,000











