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Gloria Alvarado, Asst. Dir.

Utica Public Library District

“Utica should be pleasing to the eye for people driving, walking and bicycling.  We need to beautify our streets and improve our sidewalks. “ 
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Doug 

Gift

Planning 
Commissioner
“We have an active Garden Club, and we should extend our appreciation of attractive    landscaping to our streets.  If we do it right, it will really add a special touch to the community.”
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	Recovery Value 
Downtown Utica has long been considered one of the most beautiful and historic business districts in the region.  The tornado has damaged much of the built environment, which will eventually be restored; however, it is essential to immediately implement a streetscaping project to recapture some of the charm of the downtown district.  In addition, streetscaping of downtown is needed in conjunction with the proposed realignment of Illinois Route 178 in order to maintain and enhance the business district as a visitor destination.  

Goal

Beautify downtown Utica by adding streetscape and landscape elements and plazas to create an attractive and convenient destination for residents and visitors. Design a pedestrian-friendly, attractive downtown setting for comfortable shopping, walking, and enjoying historic and other attractions. 

Project Description

Establish a uniform streetscape and add central public spaces. This will encourage pedestrians to spend more time downtown and enhance the quality of their experience.  
	Options

Downtown Streetscape Improvements

Uniform and attractive streetscapes will integrate new and existing streets with the proposed Illinois Route 178 realignment and draw visitors to downtown.  Historic street lights, trees, planters, public art, benches, sidewalk improvements (including widening for seasonal outdoor dining), “bulb-outs” providing a safer crossing design at the corners on Mill Street, and crosswalks will help restore the vitality of the downtown district.

Gateway Park/Public Restroom

A gateway would welcome visitors coming into Utica from the north with an attractively landscaped sign of historic character.  A central plaza and commons would create a central park-like setting amidst expanded commercial and residential development in the vicinity of Clark and Church streets.  A public restroom would be included in this area.  An information kiosk of area attractions, trash receptacles, and a drinking fountain would be located at the east end of the Canal Street parking lot which will serve as a southern entryway into downtown Utica.





Recovery Value


HIGH





This simulation demonstrates how a uniform streetscape with street trees, landscaping, cross-walk improvements, and design continuity can enhance the quality of the downtown experience for residents & visitors.











Cost


Downtown Streetscape:  $750,000


Gateway:  $55,000


Public Restroom:  $40,000


Information Kiosk:  $15,000











