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BUILD A MEMORIAL TO HONOR THE TORNADO VICTIMS





Recovery Value


An important part of the recovery process is finding an appropriate way to honor the victims of the disaster. While the entire rebuilding process is a tribute to those who lost their lives and to those whose heroic efforts saved other lives, a memorial 





integrated into the redeveloped Utica is essential.
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An octagonal gazebo with eight supporting


vertical posts and eight benches could provide a lasting and appropriate memorial.





Sisters Phyllis Mertes & Gayle Abbott (right) lost their brother, Jay Vezain in the April 20, 2004 tornado.





“The eight lives lost in the tornado touched every single person in Utica. I like the idea of having the memorial be a gazebo where people can come to pay respect or simply to enjoy some quiet time. I think that would be very


nice.”	—Phyllis Mertes





Goal


Design and construct a memorial in honor of those who lost their lives in the disaster.





Project Description


The memorial should be incorporated into a functional component of the revitalized Utica in order to provide a meaningful link from the disaster to the community’s future. The memorial should include the names of the victims as well as recognition for the first responders who came to Utica’s aid.
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Options


Preliminary Design Concept (Example Only) An octagonal gazebo (eight sides for the eight victims) along with 8 benches arranged in a semi-circular pattern, with trees and shrubbery around the gazebo to make the memorial garden an attractive community gathering 





place.
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�
Cost�
�
�
Memorial: $25,000�
�
�
(One, 16’ diameter octagonal wood gazebo,�
�
�
8 wooden benches & landscaping)�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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A temporary memorial to the eight victims of the April 20, 2004 tornado





Recovery Value





HIGH








