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Ambulance Building after the Tornado





Goal


Construct a new ambulance garage to meet the needs of the community and provide services to Starved Rock State Park and support for accidents on I-80.





Project Description


The U.C.F.P.D. ambulance building was a 1,025 square foot one-story wood frame building located on Church Street, just west of Mill Street that housed two ambulances, an office, a record storage area and a bathroom. The ambulance garage was destroyed by the tornado.





Replacement-in-Kind Satellite


Building a new “replacement-in-kind” ambulance satellite station outside the 500-year floodplain is highly desirable. This would restore the original separation of ambulance and fire suppression operations; however, the increased distance between the new ambulance satellite and the fire district may complicate communications and coordination between the two services.





Improved Satellite Station


Building a new fire district satellite station outside the 500-year floodplain for both ambulance and fire suppression services would produce multiple benefits to the community, housing both ambulance and fire suppression equipment, and supplementing response capability of the existing fire station. Separate facilities would improve response time to certain sections of the community; however, building maintenance and personnel administration costs would increase.
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Shelba Bimm EMS Coordinator





“We need something with enough room for all the vehicles. We should take the time to make sure that we pick the best location to serve the entire community and plan for future growth.”





REBUILD THE AMBULANCE BUILDING





Recovery Value


Restoring the Utica Community Fire Protection District (U.C.F.P.D.) ambulance building to secure and protect its two ambulances and equipment, ensuring its emergency medical response capability is essential to reestablishing key services within the community.





Options





Sound floodplain management practices strongly encourage placement of federally funded buildings outside of areas with a designated flood risk. For critical facilities, Executive Order 11988 establishes a process for identifying and evaluating alternative locations outside the 500-year floodplain.
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Cost


Replacement-in-Kind: $140,000 





(0.25 acre land, site & utility 





improvements, & construction of new, 900SF code-compliant building)
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Improved Satellite Station: $217,000 (0.5 acre land, site & utility improvements, & new, 1,350SF code-compliant building)





Utica Warehouse: To be determined





Recovery Value





HIGH





Utica Elevator – Warehouse Property


Relocate the Ambulance Building onto the Utica Elevator warehouse property (adjacent to the Utica Elevator Building). This building-site is outside of the 500-year floodplain and also has sufficient space for an expanded Fire Station, as need dictates. Utilizing this property would allow commercial development of the original Ambulance Building location downtown. The availability of the property and the cost to acquire the property remains to be determined.








